


1914 
 Aaron Gorton 

1915 
 Percy Palmer 

1916 
 William Tanner 

1917 
 Charles Appleby 
 Walter Smith 
 Fred Vernon 
 William Maynard 

1917 continued 
 William Gorton 
 Arthur Breadman 
 James Appleby 

1918 
 Ernest Norcutt 
 Ralph Smith 
 Albert Tanner 
 Frank Maynard 
 George Taylor 
 Frederick Saunders 
 Walter Vockins 



Aaron Gorton 
 
7th April 1893 - 29th October 
1914 
 
Died of wounds in Pas de Calais 
 
In the 1901 census, Aaron was 
8 years old living with his 
parents, three sisters, two 
brothers (including William, who 
died in 1917) and grandmother 
in a 4-room cottage in Russell’s 
Water 



Percy Palmer 
 
23rd September 1887 - 9th January 1915 
 
Died of cerebro-spinal meningitis 
 
In the 1901 census, 13 year old Percy was 
living in Cookley Green, next-door to Walter 
Vockins, and was working at the farm house  
 
Percy and his brothers appear in the 
Swyncombe School Log Book several times; 
in 1899 Percy was awarded the Bishop’s 
Prize 



William Tanner 
 

Baptised 29th March 1891 
- 1st October 1916 

William was the eldest of 6 
brothers, one of whom (Albert) 

also died in the war in 1918 



Charles Appleby 
 
1892 -16th February 1917 
 
Died of Typhus Fever in India 
 
In the 1911 census, Charles was 
living in Park Corner with four of his 
seven living siblings and was working 
as a wagoner on the farm 



Walter Smith 
 
15th February 1897 
- 28th February 1917 
 
Killed in action on the Somme 
 
Walter appears in the 
Swyncombe School Log Book; 
in 1902 he came second in an 
Oxford needlework 
competition 



Fred Vernon  
 
7th June 1894 - 4th April 1917 
 
Killed in Action 
 
In the 1901 census, Fred was 
living at the farm in Park Corner, 
with his parents, four brothers 
and one sister. He attended 
Swyncombe School 



William Maynard 
 
8th October 1895 - 17th June 1917 
 
Killed in Dover by a mine explosion while 
serving in the Royal Navy 
 
In the 1901 census, 5 year old William was 
living in Brightwell, Wallingford, with his parents 
and three brothers – including Frank, who died 
a year later. At the time of the war, William’s 
family was living on Howe Road, Watlington. 



William Gorton 
 
1897 - 10th August 1917 
 
Died at a casualty clearing station after a 
gunshot wound to the thorax 
 
William, from Russell’s Water, enlisted in 
July 1915, nine months after the death of 
his brother 



Arthur Breadman  
 
5th May 1898 - 16th August 1917 
 
Arthur was born in the Union 
Workhouse in Farnham, Surrey. In 
1909 his mother married a farm 
labourer from Russell’s Water. In 
1911 he was commended for the 
Bishop’s Prize at school 



James Appleby 
 
17th July 1897 - 3rd December 
1917 
 
Died from his wounds at a casualty 
clearing station awaiting 
transportation to Etaples Hospital. 
 
James was born at Lower Farm 
Cottage in Swyncombe, his family 
moved to Park Corner two years 
later. Before he enlisted, he was 
working as an agricultural labourer. 



Ernest Norcutt 
 
June 1882 - 21st March 1918 
 
Killed in action on the Somme, on the 
same day as Ralph Smith. 
 
Ernest lived in Cookley Green, and in 
the 1901 census he was working as a 
farm labourer, living in a four-room 
cottage with his step-father, mother, 
and the youngest of his four siblings 



Ralph Smith 
 
25th December 1895 - 21st March 
1918 
 
Killed in action on the Somme, on 
the same day as Ernest Norcutt, 
who was in the same Regiment; 
with similar service numbers, it is 
likely these two enlisted together. 
 
Ralph was born in Elm Tree 
Cottage in Russell’s Water, and in 
the 1901 census he was living there 
with his parents, sister, brother, and 
cousin. 



Albert Tanner 
 
13th November 1892 - 11th April 1918 
 
Killed in action, two years after the death of his 
brother, Walter. 
 
Albert married Elizabeth Trendall, the daughter 
of a Swyncombe Farm labourer, and lived with 
her  in Darkwood Cottage in Park Corner; 
Albert worked on Darkwood Farm. He had two 
sons; Albert was born in October 1915, and 
Harold was born in January 1918. 
 



Frank Maynard 
 
23rd June 1893 - 14th April 1918 
 
Killed in action 
 
In the 1901 census he was 7 years 
old living in Brightwell, Wallingford, 
with his parents and three brothers – 
one of whom, William, died in 1917. 
At the time of the war, Frank’s family 
was living on Howe Road Watlington. 



George Taylor 
 
16th June 1891 - 1st June 1918 
 
In 1901, George was living in Swyncombe 
Gardens His mother, father, and sister – all 
of whom died long before the start of the 
war – are buried at St. Botolph’s. 
 
6 months before he died, George married 
Bridget Sheils at a registry office in 
Salisbury, were both were living in a 
hospital caring for Australian soldiers. 
 
George was awarded the Military Medal for 
Gallantry. 



Fred Saunders 
 
15th January 1899 - 21st 
August 1918 
 
Died of his wounds on the 
Somme. 
 
According to the Swyncombe 
School Log Book, Fred came 
third for the Bishop’s Prize in 
1911. 



Walter Vockins 
 
14th June 1895 - 2nd October 1918 
 
In the 1901 census, Walter was 
living in a two-room cottage in 
Cookley Green, next door to Percy 
Palmer, with his parents, two sisters 
and one brother. Walter was one of 
ten Vockins children. 
 
Walter entered the theatre of war 
on the 19th August 1914, at the start 
of the conflict; if he had lived just 
one month longer he could have 
come home. 
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