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Swyncombe Parish Council

1 Russell’s Water, Henley-on Thames, Oxon RG9 6ES.  Tel:  01491 641946

                               Email:  swyncombepc@ymail.com Website: www.swyncombe.com 

Parish Clerk:  Kristina Tynan

Councillors: E Longley, J Halls, J Wells, P Willis-Fleming, S Fielden
Minutes of the Meeting of the Swyncombe Parish Council

Held at 7.30 pm on Monday 16th March 2015
In the Village Hall at Russell’s Water
Present:

Councillors:
Elizabeth Longley (EL)

Julia Wells (JW)

John Halls

Officer:
                                                    Kristina Tynan

Members of the Public:                          1 (Clive Goodall)
01/15
Apologies for absence

Sam Fielden, Peter Willis-Fleming
02/15 
 Chairman’s Remarks


There were none.

03/15
Minutes of the Swyncombe Parish Council 3/12/2014 to be signed as a correct record 


Resolved: That these minutes were an accurate record of this meeting and that they be signed by the Chairman.
04/15   
To receive Declarations of Interest 


There were no ‘Declarations of Interest’ received.
05/15
Public Questions  
06/15
To receive Reports from:


1. District Councillor – No report had been received.

2. County Councillor – Steve Harrod had sent his apologies and his monthly newsletter has been circulated to Councillors. The Clerk said that if anyone had any questions or queries for the County Councillor to let her know and she would contact SH.

3. Thames Valley Police - PWF reported that our new PCSO is Barbara Taylor and the Clerk to contact her.

 4. Cricket Club – Clive Goodall reported that the works to the pavilion are nearly complete and it was agreed that when the works are finished that we send a before and after photo to SH thanking him for the funding that he allocated for this project. It was noted that the Cricket Season starts at the end of April. CG said that he will make sure that he gives the fixture list so that it can be put in the Parish News. Some hedges around the cricket field have been cut but there are some gaps that need filling in. It was agreed to speak to SF regarding this as he had said he would replace some hedging.
07/15
Matters arising from the Minutes/Previous Actions
Mirror on corner of turning to Swyncombe - That KT to chase up OCC regarding installing one in this location.

Flooding Issue – There was a problem with the soakaway by Stockings Farm, it was dug out but it has become blocked again. SF has been dealing with this.

A Boards Trial for St Botolph’s Church – It was noted that the board was not put where we agreed as there would have been a blockage to the view when coming out of the lane so it was put in a different position. The board is only up for a week at a time and it was noted it can be easily read.
Damage to Green by vehicles working on a residents house – It was noted that the resident is building an extension and he has stated that any damage will be repaired when the work is completed. It was agreed that we are happy for the green to be continued to be used as long as the green is then brought back to its original condition. Councillors will continue to monitor the situation.
08/15
Financial Matters: To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update and to approve the list of Payments 


1. To agree the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments 
	
	
	
	Cheque No
	 £ Net
	VAT
	£Gross

	03/12/2014
	Village Hall at RW
	Hall Hire
	483
	12.00
	
	12.00

	11/12/2014
	The Print Shop
	Printing of Leaflets Broadband
	484
	37.50
	
	37.50

	11/12/2014
	The Print Shop
	As above Underpayment of VAT
	485
	7.50
	7.50
	7.50

	12/02/2015
	Swyncombe Estate
	2 Years rent at £100pa
	486
	200.00
	
	200.00

	16/03/2015
	HMRC
	Tax and NI -  Quarter
	481
	68.40
	
	68.40

	16/03/2015
	K Tynan
	Quarter Salary
	482
	274.35
	
	274.35

	Total
	
	
	
	599.75
	7.50
	599.75

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank Balance as at 27/2/2015
	£
	
	
	
	

	Current Account
	9576.99
	
	
	
	

	Reserve Account
	525.55
	
	
	
	

	Total Bank Balance
	10102.54
	
	
	
	



Resolved: That the list of payments be settled and the Balance of Accounts be agreed

Resolved: That the list of payments be settled and the Balance of Accounts be agree as shown above.

2. Budget Update for 2014/2015


The Clerk is working on the figures for the end of year audit. She will circulate these when completed.

3. To approve the External Audit Report for year ending March 2014

It was noted that there were no issues to be discussed.

Resolved: That the External Report be approved.

4. To note probable Election Costs

It was noted that if there was to be a Parish Election the costs would be split 3 ways; Parish, District and General Election. There has been mention of Parish Councils being allowed to pay in the next financial year but this has not yet been clarified. OALC are discussing this issue with SODC.

5. To appoint the Internal Auditor for 2015/2016

Resolved: That we appoint RJ Symes as our internal auditor for this audit.

6. Internal Financial Review 

The main role of the Internal Auditor is to check all the financial and accountable records that the Clerk must keep.  This is done soon after the end of the financial year and involves all the financial transactions and both the legal authority and procedural authority for such transactions for example, the signed minutes of all meetings. Once the Internal Auditor is satisfied with the accounts and records, the Clerk prepares the relatively brief submission to the External Auditor. 


Resolved: That the Council agreed the internal audit review

09/15
Planning Matters - JH


The following planning applications were considered:

P15/SO515/HH - Redpits Manor, Swyncombe

Erection of a single storey timber framed conservatory replacing existing conservatory. (Amendment to approved application P14/S3661/HH)

NO OBJECTION – UNANIMOUS

P15/SO516/LB - Redpits Manor, Swyncombe

Erection of a single storey timber framed conservatory replacing existing conservatory. (Amendment to approved application P14/S3661/HH)

10/15
Consultations
1. South Oxfordshire Local Plan 2031 Refined Options – Deadline of 2/4/2015 for comments.

Information only available on the website www.southoxon.gov.uk/newlocalplan

After discussion it was:

Resolved: That EL and PWF be delegated to give a response on this if they felt it necessary.

2. Community Infrastructure Levy (CLP) – Public Consultation – Deadline 26/3/ 2015.

 Visit the Website www.southoxon.gov.uk/cil for supporting information

It was noted that this will not affect Swyncombe and therefore it was agreed to note this consultation and to not send a response.


3. Science Vale Action Plan - Public Consultation – Deadline 17/4/2015 – Consultation attached.  Visit the Website www.southoxon.gov.uk/sciencevalel  for supporting information


It was agreed to note this consultation and to not send a response.

11/15
Highway Issues SF

Rubbish on highway verges – It was noted that there is a lot of rubbish on the verges at the 

moment especially just past Park Corner. The Clerk to bring this to the attention of Anna Badcock to see if she can SODC to clear it up.
12/15
General Issues EL/JW
1. Trees - EL has met with Docker to look at the trees and a quote has been submitted. Works that needs to be done to tidy them up includes taking down the laurels outside Swyncombe Cottage, Cutting suckers of trees, tagging the trees and recording them. After discussion it was agreed to seek another quote and the Clerk will contact Owain Devey from DTC TreeCare to come and quote for the above works.

2. Litterblitz- This will take place on Saturday morning 18th April. EW will email all residents.
3. Cycling - There is an event which will be held on 6th June. This is being arranged by a local person, Jeremy Lanning. It will involve some 600 cyclists. There is no road closure and no problems are envisaged. EL said that if there are any issues to let her know after the event and she will inform him. 

4. Bonfire Party – There will be a meeting of the committee soon to agree the date etc.
5. Broadband – EL said there is not much to report. The issue was aired on Berkshire and Oxfordshire Radio. There is still much work being done to try and get the last 5% of Oxfordshire covered. EL said that it is very interesting to see how many people in this area work from home.
6. Pavilion Project –This was discussed under the Cricket Club report above.

7. Townlands –EL said that she had sent a note on this to Councillors. There will be a public meeting soon.
13/15
Correspondence – 


1. SODC – Information regarding the timetable for the Elections on May 7th 2015 – Noted.

2. OSCB – Safeguarding children – Deferred to next meeting.
3. WATER FUTURES FOR OXFORDSHIRE—coping with risks and pressures. Organized by South Oxfordshire Sustainability (SOS) Cholsey Pavilion 7pm, 20 March 2015 – Noted.
14/15
Date of Next Meeting  


This will be held on Monday 11th May in the Swyncombe Cricket Pavilion at 7.30pm
15/15
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8.35PM
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