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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SWYNCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
Held at 7.30 pm on Monday 19th September 2016
In the Swyncombe Cricket Pavilion

Present:
Councillors:
Elizabeth Longley (EL)



John Halls (JH)



Peter Willis-Fleming (PWF)


Tracey Taverner (TT)


Sam Fielden (SF)
Officer:

Kristina Tynan (KT)

Members of the Public: 
0
41/16
Apologies for absence

There were none.
42/16
To receive Declarations of Interest 


There were none.

43/16
Minutes of the Swyncombe Parish Council held on 9th May and 27th June 2016 to be signed as a correct record 


Resolved: That the minutes of the meetings above be agreed as a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.

44/16
To accept the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th May 2016

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting above be accepted.

45/16
Matters arising from the Minutes/Previous Actions

1. No Parking Sign for The Green – A quote has been received for this from Archer Signs.
Resolved: That the Clerk orders this sign at a cost of £42.45(net). SF will put it up once it is received. It will be located on the right hand side of Coates Lane.

2. Bench by the War Memorial – A quote has been received for this from A Brittain.
Resolved: That we commission this work at a cost of £110.00 from A Brittain. EL will contact him to arrange the works needed.

3. Bus Shelter – EL reported that the felting works have been done and that it looks great.
4. Unofficial Footpath being created by bikes cycling across the green – This was discussed and it was agreed that this should not be happening.  JH has taken down all the bits of ribbon that have been put up by the cyclists. 

Resolved: That we ask the Open Spaces Society and the OCC Rights of Way for advice.
56/16
Public Questions  

There were no public questions notified.
47/16
To receive Reports from:

1. District Councillor – Anna Badcock had sent her apologies for this meeting. 
2. County Councillor- Steve Harrod had sent his apologies for this meeting. His monthly report was emailed to all Councillors.

3. Thames Valley Police - No report had been received.

 4. Cricket Club – No report had been received.

 It was noted that the playground equipment should be inspected. KT to obtain an estimate for doing this.
48/16
Financial Matters: To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update and to approve the list of Payments 

1. To approve the list of Payments – 


Resolved: That the list of payments shown below to be approved for payment.
19/9/2916    K Tynan- Salary Jan-March
£  284.07  

19/9/2016    HMRC – Tax and NI Quarter          £    71.00

19/9/2016    Archer Signs


£    50.94

19/9/2016     A Brittain



£ 110.00

Total Payments

    

£  516.01

2. Budget Update 2016/2017 
The Budget Update to the 5/9/2016 and the Bank Balances information shown below was accepted by Council

	
	
	BUDGET
	ACTUAL
	PROV YEAR 
	 

	SPC
	
	2016/2017
	1/4 -5/9/2916
	END
	

	INCOME
	
	£
	            £
	            £
	

	SODC Precept  
	5,533.00
	2,766.50
	5,533.00
	

	Cricket Pavilion Rent
	1,000.00
	1,000.00
	1,000.00
	

	Grants 
	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	

	
	
	£6,533.00
	£3,766.50
	£6,533.00
	

	
	
	 
	 
	 
	

	EXPENDITURE
	 
	 
	 
	

	Subscriptions (OALC & ORCC)
	165.00
	110.89
	165.00
	

	Insurance - SPC
	166.56
	163.91
	163.91
	

	               - Cricket Club
	388.64
	382.45
	382.45
	

	Cricket Ground Maintenance
	500.00
	500.00
	500.00
	

	SODC Non-Business Rates - Cricket Pavilion
	100.00
	99.40
	99.40
	

	Cricket Ground Rent
	100.00
	0.00
	100.00
	

	Maintenance (Tree Works)
	280.00
	0.00
	280.00
	

	External Auditors Fees
	100.00
	0.00
	100.00
	

	Internal Audit
	110.00
	105.00
	105.00
	

	Grass Cutting/Gardening Green
	200.00
	0.00
	200.00
	

	Clerk Salary INCL ni/tax
	1,436.19
	371.39
	1,420.27
	

	HM Inland Revenue Employers Cont
	105.00
	0.00
	105.00
	

	Postage & Stationery
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Remembrance Day/1st World War Comm
	17.00
	0.00
	17.00
	

	Election Fee to SODC
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Meeting Hall Rental
	50.00
	0.00
	50.00
	

	Bus Shelter Improvements
	0.00
	570.00
	570.00
	

	Broadband Campaign 
	162.50
	0.00
	162.50
	

	Miscellaneous
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Contingency
	2,652.11
	1,982.74
	2,652.11
	

	
	
	£6,533.00
	£4,285.78
	£7,072.64
	

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT 
	 
	£0.00
	-£519.28
	-£539.64
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Firework Fund
	
	
	
	

	Ticket Sales
	1,594.00
	1,594.00
	1,594.00
	

	Fireworks 
	
	-1,500.00
	-1,500.00
	-1,500.00
	

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT (Underspend or Overspend)
	94.00
	94.00
	94.00
	

	Balance Bfwd
	724.90
	724.90
	724.90
	

	Balance Cfwd
	£818.90
	£818.90
	£818.90
	

	All figures are Net
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Bank Balance 5/9/2016
	

	Earmarked Reserves 
	
	Current Account
	11265.42

	
	
	£
	Hi Interest Account
	525.91

	Pavilion Maintenance
	500.00
	Total
	
	11791.33

	War Memorial Repairs
	500.00
	
	
	

	Misc Tree Works etc
	1620.06
	Breakdown
	
	

	Pavilion Works
	2000.00
	General Reserves
	7008.77

	Broadband
	162.50
	Earmarked Reserves
	4782.56

	
	
	4782.56
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	11791.33



3. Acceptance of BDO External Audit report.

Resolved: That the External Report be accepted. The one issue that they raised is that the accounts were approved after the commencement of the inspection period of the exercise of electors’ rights.
It was noted that in future the electors rights inspection period needs to commence after the accounting statements are approved.

49/16
Planning Matters - JH

P16/S2816/FUL – Marigay, Russells Water

Demolition of existing dwelling and garage and erection of replacement 5 bedroomed dwelling with detached double garage and demolition of detached garage and erection of a detached 4 bedroomed dwelling with integral garage incorporating new vehicular access and amenity space.

OBJECTION - UNANIMOUS


The application site lies within a loose knit area of residential development in an elevated position within the Chiltern Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The proposed 5 bedroomed replacement dwelling , due to its size, height and siting, would be visually intrusive in the landscape and would have a materially greater visual impact on the character and appearance of the site and the surrounding area compared to the existing building of 510 sq. m. SPC believe that such a

development would fail to respect the rural character and appearance of the surrounding area and landscape qualities of the Chilterns AONB. We note that a pervious granted permission, P13/S0168/HH, has expired in March 2016 and a subsequent request for planning permission, P13/1858/FUL was refused SODC Planning.

The proposed 4 bedroomed new dwelling is to replace a detached garage and we believe not in accordance with planning policy and is highly intrusive to the neighbouring Whistlers Cottage which it will overlook. Compared to the existing relationship between Marigay and Whistling Cottage, the proposed development of a 5 bedroom and 4 bedroomed dwelling, due to siting, size, height and bulk of the proposed dwellings, would have an unduly dominating presence on the outlook from the private garden area and both rear and side elevations of the neighbouring property. We believe that this application is contrary to Policies CSQ3 and CSEN1 of the South Oxfordshire Core Strategy and Policies G2, G4, C4, D1, D4 and H12 of the South Oxford Local Plan 2011 and we would urge its refusal.
P16/S0522Chapel Cottage, Park Corner – JH reported that SODC have sent a formal instruction to their Legal Team to put a legal notice for the owners to remove the bi-fold doors. The reference for this is SE16/317. SPC will also follow this case up.

Local Plan to 2031 - PWF said that we are awaiting the outcome of the last consultation. It was noted that SODC do not meet the criteria of the 5 year housing supply at the moment and that we need to be ready to comment again on the AONB.

50/16
Highway Issues SF

1. Flooding –
SF reported that in the last heavy rain a car got marooned at the dip due to flooding in this area. Mark Pierce from OCC has been to look at the problem again. EL to also speak to Keith Stenning regarding the flooding issues in Swyncombe.
2. Any Other issues
Hedge at the side of the Cricket Pitch – The hedge has now established itself and needs the top cutting. SF will get a quote for doing this.
51/16
Connecting Oxfordshire
EL is getting quotes for the grass cutting areas that we could take over from OCC. It was also noted that the signs in our parish are looking dreadful and EL will see if we should be taking over the cleaning of these and what cost this would entail.
52/16
Broadband 


PWF to ask Peter Richardson to give us an update on Connect 8.
51/16
Parish Portrait 

PWF said that he has nothing to report.

52/16.
General Issues EL
1. Trees – EL will be having her annual walk around with Docker.

2. Litterblitz – This will take place on the 15th October 2016.
3. Cycling – It was noted that there are lots of cycling events going on in our area.

4. Bonfire Party –This will take place on the 5th November 2016.

Resolved: That SPC purchase the fireworks for this event.


5. Townlands – Nothing to report.

6. Comet Bus Service – PWF stated that this had its first inaugural run last Thursday which went very well.  There were 5 passengers on board. This service has replaced the ‘Dial a Ride’ service. There is funding in place for 2 months for a weekly service and will then need to be funded by the participating parishes. This is a priority item as there is no other public transport in this area.
PWF was thanked for all his work in dealing with this.


7. Any Other Issues 

PAT Testing – KT to see if she can organise for this to be done.
53/16
Correspondence 

1. John Howells Schedule to meet constituents.  Friday 23rd September he will be in Watlington Pavilion at 2.30pm – No Councillors are available to attend this meeting.

2. OCC – Unitary Councils Consultation – The Government have said that OCC and SODC need to work together on this.
54/16
Date of Next Meeting  

This will be held on Monday 12th December at 7.30pm in the Cricket Pavilion.
55/16
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

HCA and Chalgrove Airfield housing proposal – This issue has been put into the Parish News.
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