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Swyncombe Parish Council

1 Russell’s Water, Henley-on Thames, Oxon RG9 6ES.  Tel:  01491 641946

                               Email:  swyncombepc@ymail.com Website: www.swyncombe.com 

Parish Clerk:  Kristina Tynan

Minutes of the Meeting of the Swyncombe Parish Council

 Held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 3rd December 2014
In the Village Hall at Russell’s Water
Present:

Councillors:
Elizabeth Longley (EL)

Julia Wells (JW)

Peter Willis-Fleming (PWF)

Sam Fielden

John Halls

Officer:
                                                    Kristina Tynan

District Councillor:                                   Anna Badcock

Members of the Public:                          2
62/14
Apologies for absence

There were none.

63/14 
 Chairman’s Remarks

 There were no Chairman’s remarks
64/14
Minutes of the Swyncombe Parish Council 24/9/2014 to be signed as a correct record 

Resolved: That these minutes were an accurate record of both these meetings and that they be signed by the Chairman.

65/14   
To receive Declarations of Interest 


There were no ‘Declarations of Interest’ received.
66/14
To receive Reports from:


1. District Councillor – No report had been received.
 
2. County Councillor – Steve Harrod had sent his apologies.
3. Thames Valley Police - PWF reported that our new PCSO is Barbara Taylor and the Clerk to contact her.

 4. Cricket Club – Clive Goodall asked if there could be a discussion about the outside of the cricket pavilion and it surrounding area. The rails at the front are rotting and it was noted that the sun strips the sadolin of the wood boards. There are 7 to 8 boards which need completely replacing and the back door needs replacing with a new one also. The back of the Pavilion needs repainting. Discussion also took place on removing the veranda and making the patio at least double the size with concrete and slabs.  PWF said he had contacted HM Prisons about the Community Payback 
Team re-painting the back wall but they could not help.  Steve Harrod has agreed to grant us £1000 from the County Councillors fund towards this.
JH said that we have £10,500 on deposit and suggested that we spend some of this in improving this area. After discussion it was:

Resolved: That we spend up to £2000 on the above project and that the Chairman, Vice Chairman and the Clerk be delegated to look at quotes for this work and agree a contractor.
5. St Botolph’s Church – Tim Lewis reported that 5 new young members have joined the PCC. There is now a new bishop in Oxford. There are a lot of struggling rural churches but St Botolph’s is lucky in that it has a strong congregation.  A long term plan has been done for the Church.  Some things that are in the plan are reinstating family services and publicity is being given to these. TL asked the Council’s permission to put two A Boards up on Cookley Green to advertise these. It would not be permanent it would just be put up to promote the family services when they are on. There would be 7 services during the next year starting with the Chris Dingle service on the 13/12/2014 and would like permission to put signs up from 8/12 – 14/12/2014. JW stated that he thought the best location for the signs would be by the bus shelter, on the far side from the traffic island, with one A board with advertisements on both sides of it. 
Resolved: That SPC allow the Church to trial this, with the location for the signs being by the bus shelter, on the far side from the traffic island, with one A board with advertisements on both sides. SPC will review this after 3 services have taken place which will be after the 15/3/2015. TL to come back and report to Council.
67/14
Matters arising from the Minutes/Previous Actions

Hedge at the top of Britwell Hill - It was noted that there is no longer a problem with this hedge.
Mirror on corner of turning to Swyncombe - That KT to chase up OCC regarding installing one in this location.

Salt Bag for SPC - This has been delivered by OCC to SF.
68/14
Financial Matters: To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update and to approve the list of Payments 


1. To receive the Budget Update for 2014/2015 - Shown at the end of these minutes.

Resolved: That the Budget Update for 2014/2015 be agreed

2. To agree the Budget and Precept for 2015/2016

After discussion it was:


Resolved: That the Precept be increased by 2% which will give a precept of £5305.53. To note that the Top up grant from SODC is likely to be £227.00. The budget for 2015/2016 was agreed and is shown at the end of these minutes.


Clerks Salary

Resolved: That the Clerk’s salary be increased by 2.2%. Her annual salary will be £1401.16, to take effect from the 1st April 2015. This figure is reflected in the Budget for 2015/2016.

3. To agree the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments 
	SWYNCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
	
	
	
	

	Payments to be agreed since the last meeting
	Held on 24/9/2014
	
	

	
	
	
	Cheque No
	 £ Net
	VAT
	£Gross

	24/09/2014
	Jonathans Fireworks
	Fireworks for Bonfire Party
	478
	1500.00
	300.00
	1800.00

	13/11/2014
	British Legion
	Remembrance Day Wreath
	479
	17.00
	
	17.00

	13/11/2014
	David Tilley
	Gardening Work -Green
	480
	
	
	187.50

	03/12/2014
	K Tynan
	Quarter Salary
	480
	274.35
	
	274.35

	03/12/2014
	HMRC
	Tax and NI -  Quarter
	480
	68.40
	
	68.40

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	1859.75
	300.00
	2347.25

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank Balance as at 2/12/2014
	£
	
	
	
	

	Current Account
	
	10011.74
	
	
	
	

	Reserve Account
	525.49
	
	
	
	

	Total Bank Balance
	10537.23
	
	
	
	



Resolved: That the list of payments be settled and the Balance of Accounts be agreed.
69/14
Risk Assessment Review for 2014/2015 - JH

Resolved: That the Reviewed Risk Assessment for 2014/2015 be agreed.
70/14
Standing Orders Review for 2014/2015 - JH

Resolved: That the Reviewed Standing Orders for 2014/2015 be agreed.
71/14
Planning Matters - JH


The following planning applications were considered.

P14/S3661 - Redpits Manor, Swyncombe


Erection of a single storey timber framed conservatory replacing existing conservatory.

NO OBJECTION 

P14/S3662/LB- Redpits Manor, Swyncombe


Erection of a single storey timber framed conservatory replacing existing conservatory.


NO OBJECTION
Westwood Manor Farm – It was noted that this application was sent to Nettlebed Parish Council and we were not consulted on it and that SODC have approved it.
72/14
Highway Issues SF

Flooding Issues – There has been some flooding issue and SF reported that OCC will send someone out look at the problems.
Mirror on corner of turning to Swyncombe – It was noted that this is bend with some history and this would ensure more safety and KT has contacted OCC regarding installing one in this location but has not yet had a response.

Village Gates – To be an agenda item for the next meeting.

Remembrance Day Service on the Green – It was noted that there had been an accident when the road closure for this service was going on.  JH suggested that in future the cars should come up and be stopped closer to the green. It was also thought it be useful to put up some signs in advance of the closure saying road closure in 1 mile, ½ mile, ¼ mile etc. The Vicar to also be asked to let his congregation know that this will be happening prior to any service on the green in the future. 
 Parish Council signs – It was thought that we need to review our own signs at some time.
73/14
General Issues EL/JW
1. Trees – EL reported that she has had a look at all the trees on the green with Docker. Some deadwood needs to come down.  Outside Swyncombe Cottage there is a huge laurel bush which goes through the middle of the straight oak tree which is beautiful. This bush needs some attention. The good news is that no major work to the trees is needed this year.

2. Litterblitz – This was very successful.
3. Cycling – This is increasing in our parish and EL is keeping a record of any events that go through the parish.

4. Security of Swyncombe Estate -  SF said that Swyncombe Estate are making their bridleways etc more secure as there have been problems with people using the bridleway to North Farm and the Icknield Way as a route to the Estate and robberies have taken place on a few occasions. The Estate are also considering collapsible bollards on the Ridgeway.
5. Bonfire Party – EL said this was a great success despite the weather. 230 people attended. Last year there were 260.
6. Broadband – PWF said that by the end of 2015 OCC have said that there will be 95% faster fibre optic broadband coverage (by population) in Oxfordshire.  However places such as Swyncombe, Cookley Green, Pishill, Russell’s Water, and Maidensgrove etc will not be getting it including some other rural areas.  He said with more and more people working from home there has been put together a Broadband Action Group who have had their first meeting. A website will be set up and all our local areas will be leafleted and a campaign has been agreed. Any financial implications are not known at this stage.

74/14
Correspondence – A list was circulated.
	1. OCC - Proposed changes to Services M1 Watlington to Reading - Comments needed by 30/1/2015 - it was noted that there will be no bus on Saturdays but there will be a better service on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. It was agreed to ask OCC if Cookley Green Bus Shelter is still an official stop as it is not mentioned on the timetable.

	2.  OCC - Oxfordshire's Learning Disability Strategy – This was noted..

	3. SODC - Precepts and Tax Bases for 2015/2016 – This was noted.

	4. SLCC and NALC - Salary Awards 2014-2016 – This was noted

	5. Veronica Riley -Request for signs for PCC – Discussed above
	

	6. ORCC - Annual Review – This was noted.
	


All correspondence was noted.

75/14
Date of Next Meeting  


Monday 16th March at the Village Hall at Russells Water – 7.30pm
76/14
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair
Community Infrastructure Levy – EL and PWF attended a seminar at SODC on this. PWF said it will not affect Swyncombe at all.
Parish Assets – It was noted that we have an asset list which has to be submitted for the Audit on an annual basis.


Filling of potholes – EL has sent a letter to thanks to the people who arranged this.

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.22PM
	Update for Meeting 3/12/2014
	
	
	
	 

	BUDGET FIGUES
	
	
	2014/2015
	2014/2015
	E of Y
	Provisional

	Figures are NET
	
	
	Budget
	Actual to date
	Forecast
	2015/2016

	
	
	
	
	 
	03/12/2014
	 
	 

	INCOME
	
	
	
	£
	            £
	            £
	            £

	SODC Precept 
	
	
	5,201.50
	5,201.50
	5,201.50
	5,305.53

	Cricket Pavillion Rent
	
	
	1,000.00
	1,000.00
	1,000.00
	1,000.00

	Grants 
	
	
	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	SODC Grant due to Tax Base Decrease
	211.00
	211.00
	211.00
	227.00

	
	
	
	
	£6,412.50
	£6,412.50
	£6,412.50
	£6,532.53

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	EXPENDITURE
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Subscriptions (OALC & ORCC)
	
	165.00
	140.89
	165.00
	165.00

	Insurance - SPC
	
	
	170.22
	166.56
	166.56
	166.56

	               - Cricket Club
	
	
	397.18
	388.64
	388.64
	388.64

	Cricket Ground Maintenance
	
	500.00
	500.00
	500.00
	500.00

	SODC Non-Business Rates - Cricket Pavilion
	96.40
	96.40
	96.40
	97.00

	Cricket Ground Rent
	
	
	100.00
	0.00
	100.00
	100.00

	Maintenance (Tree Works)
	
	400.00
	630.00
	630.00
	400.00

	Exteral Auditors Fees
	
	
	120.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Internal Audit
	
	
	110.00
	105.00
	105.00
	110.00

	Grass Cutting/Gardening Green
	
	187.50
	0.00
	200.00
	200.00

	Clerk Salary 
	
	
	1,371.00
	945.25
	1,371.00
	1,401.16

	HM Inland Revenue Employers Cont
	100.00
	75.00
	100.00
	105.00

	HM Revenue Employees Contribution
	0.00
	136.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Postage & Stationery
	
	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Remembrance Day/1st World War Comm
	17.00
	34.00
	34.00
	0.00

	Parish Summer Party
	
	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Meeting Hall Rental
	
	
	30.00
	9.00
	30.00
	30.00

	 Paint for Cricket Pavilion
	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Broadband Campaign 
	
	 
	 
	37.50
	162.50

	Miscellaneous
	
	
	 
	12.98
	12.98
	 

	Contingency to be earmarked at Year End
	2,648.20
	3,172.78
	2,475.42
	2,706.67

	
	
	
	
	£6,412.50
	£6,412.50
	£6,412.50
	£6,532.53

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT 
	 
	
	
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Firework Fund
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ticket Sales
	
	
	1200
	1,402.50
	1,402.50
	1,200.00

	Fireworks 
	
	
	
	-1200
	-1,500.00
	-1,500.00
	-1,200.00

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT (Underspend or Overspend)
	0.00
	-97.50
	-97.50
	0.00

	Balance Bfwd
	
	
	822.40
	822.40
	822.40
	724.90

	Balance Cfwd
	
	
	£822.40
	£724.90
	£724.90
	£724.90

	All figures are Net
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Earmarked Reserves as at 31/3/2014
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	£
	
	
	

	Pavilion Maintenance
	
	
	500.00
	
	
	

	War Memorial Repairs
	
	500.00
	
	
	

	Micsc/Tree Works Urgent Works
	1620.06
	
	
	

	Works to Pavilion and surrounding Area
	2000.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	4620.06
	
	
	


21

