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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SWYNCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
Held at 7.30 pm on Monday 6th March 2017
in the Village Hall at Russell’s Water 
Present:
Councillors:
Elizabeth Longley (EL)



John Halls (JH)



Peter Willis-Fleming (PWF)



Sam Fielden (SF)



Tracey Taverner (TT)

District Councillor:
Anna Badcock

County Councillor:
Steve Harrod
Officer:

Kristina Tynan (KT)

Members of the Public: 
13
In Attendance:
Peter Richardson (Connect8) and Tessa Beecher-Jones (Village Hall Representative.
01/17
Apologies for absence

There were none.
02/17   
To receive Declarations of Interest 

P16/S4103/HH and P16/S3849/HH – PWF declared an interest in both these applications as he knows both the applicants. He did not take part in discussion on these applications and did not vote on them.

03/17
Minutes of the Swyncombe Parish Council held on 12th December 2016th to be signed as a correct record 

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting above be agreed as a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.

04/17
Matters arising from the Minutes/Previous Actions

1. Play Equipment in Cricket Field – KT to look at this, nothing to report.
2. Ombudsmen to cover Town and Parish Councils Consultation - PWF said that if the consultation is agreed Ombudsmen will now be simply included as part of the system.

05/17
The Village Hall at Russells Water – discussion following the letter from the Chairman published in the Parish News. Documents pertaining to the Village Hall were emailed to Councillors by the Chairman prior to the meeting.

EL said that it is quite clear that Swyncombe, Bix, Stonor and Watlington all have an interest in this village hall and the Parish Councils will give what help is needed to keep this venue open. She said she was very disappointed to read the letter in the Parish News from the Chairman.


She then asked Tessa Beecher-Jones (TBJ) to speak on this issue on behalf of the Chairman who is away.


TBJ stated that the numbers on the Village Hall committee has dwindled over the years (now 7 members) and support for events also. However the letter has received a tremendous response in people coming forward to offer help and support the hall as a community facility.  The Committee needs about 15 members to be more effective. There are also lots of tasks that people could sign up for which include communication, maintenance of the website, helping organise the maintenance of the building, organising events, gift aid covenant’s etc.


Richard Collett said that currently the people on the committee are all from Russells Water apart from one member from Maidensgrove and it would be good to have some people from the other Parishes involved. It was noted that it costs about £6,000 pa to run the Hall and therefore more than this needs to be raised. Events raise about half this amount per year, with the other amount coming from the 100 Club and 11 signed Covenants. It would also be good to raise money from hiring out the hall which at present is very low. It was noted that other Parishes were not aware of the events and it was agreed that better communication is a must. EL said she has been speaking with Bix Parish Council and they have shown an interest in hiring the hall on a regular basis.


The committee have agreed to have a meeting on 5th April at 7.30pm in this village hall and everyone in the four parishes will be invited to attend and to come forward with joining the committee or agree to other tasks.  EL stated that she will be away on this date. It was agreed that TT attend to represent the Parish Council. KT said she would also attend.
06/17
Connect 8 – Peter Richardson 
PR said that the mission of Connect8 is to bring better broadband to all our local areas through a number of sources. Connect8 have put pressure on BT to put in extra cabinets and cabinets are/will be put in Maidensgrove, Russell's Water, Swyncombe  and other areas - but not in all the areas needed.  Regarding Connect 8, they have finally got permission from TVP to put a mast in at Britwell Hill which will be installed at the end of the month. It has been a long and arduous process, but are now in the position to connect many villages though BT at some point and by wireless a lot sooner. People are currently being connected at Stonor. Another option for fibre is to install fibre to the premises which there is now a method to do this. However getting 100mbps may well worth waiting for some but not most. Exact costs are not yet known yet but BDUK will be putting in some extra money and PR is trying to find out more detail on this. OCC, SODC and the Government objective is to connect everyone to broadband. PR said he is happy to take questions from anyone and said to be assured that next time he speaks on this issue, Connect8  will have a lot of subscribers to talk about in association with Village Networks.
 PR stated that satellite technology has always been an option but it is very expensive and not reliable. Connect8’s next challenge will be to help with better mobile communication in this area. PR urged everyone to sign up with www.connect8.org and then you can have regular reports sent out.

07/17
Public Questions  

There were none notified.
08/17
To receive Reports from:


1. County Councillor- Steve Harrod
Budget – OCC passed the budget on 14/2/2017 and there will be an extra £2M available because of better than expected business rate collections.  The County is proposing to hold £926,000 until the financial year 2018/19 to deal with future pressures but it proposes to spend the remaining money in the following ways. There will be extra money put into grass cutting, 2 cuts per year rather than 1. There will £250,000 initially available for pilot community funding which Town and Parish Councils will be able to bid for specific projects. £600,000 has been allocated to Children Centres and £11,000 into Flood Defence Levy
Children Centres - Start-up funding for 12 more community schemes to run open access service at Children’s Centres has been approved. In total it means a combination of Council funded and Community Led solutions for open access at 34 buildings across the County.
Fix My Street – The new improved service will launch this month and will make it easier to see what going on in a specific area. There will also be a smart phone app. It is a very good system and the upgrade will make it even better.

Fire and Ambulance Services - OCC Fire and Rescue Service has been working in partnership with South Central Ambulance Service (SCAS) co-responding in the community for over 12 years. More recently OCC has also been working with Thames Valley Fire and Rescue partners to undertake a collaborative co-responding trial. (Co-Responders are firefighters trained by SCAS to provide a ‘first response’ to specific medical emergencies where there is an immediate threat to life prior to an emergency ambulance arriving on scene.) The trial has been a success with crews attending approximately 1500 medical emergency calls per year. To further support communities Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service are working in partnership with SCAS towards all fire engines within communities being available for cardiac arrests, so that casualties across Oxfordshire can receive the quickest available defibrillator and casualty support. 

UNITARY UPDATE - At the end of January, OCC launched ‘A Fresh Start for Oxfordshire’, a draft of OCC's intended proposal for DCLG on how and why a single unitary authority for Oxfordshire could work. The full proposal can be found online at www.oneoxfordshire.org. Since then, there have been meetings with the Leaders of South Oxfordshire and Vale Districts Councils and it has been agreed that the three councils will move forward with a joint proposal for a single unitary council across Oxfordshire. A statement has been issued to parish councils.

SH asked if anyone had any questions.

EL said that we still have the on-going problem with flooding at Cookley Green which can be very dangerous. SF said that this issue has been on-going for 4 years. OCC officers have visited site but no permanent solution has yet been found.

PWF stated that as regards a Unitary Council timeline. SH said that if the joint proposal goes in by the end of March it would take about 2 years to be firmly in place. SODC are looking at the funding before getting on board as they have a lot of money in the Bank and do not want this to disappear from South Oxfordshire. This issue will be part of the debate at the meeting this Friday.

EL thanked SH for attending the meeting.

2. District Councillor – Anna Badcock


Unitary Issue – This is on-going.
Budget – This has now been set. SODC have cut the funding for 10 PCSO’s which was initially set up 10 years to have more of a police presence on our streets. However in recent years this has not happened as they have been deployed to help with issues such as domestic violence, internet crime, rural crime etc which is more prominent these days than street crime. Funding will now be given to help with drug and alcohol problems, homelessness etc and the Community Safety Team will be in charge of these projects.

Business Breakfast – this was held last month and Matthew Hornsby, Sales Director at Williams Jet Tenders who runs this business at Berinsfield gave a talk which was very inspiring. This is an annual networking event and is very useful and gives businesses a lot of useful information and contacts.

Young Achiever Awards – These were awarded last month. AB said that not enough young people are applying for these so the Grants Team are looking into having a different format for next year. 

Christmas Tree Recycling – 2000 trees were collected by SODC from resident’s doorstops in January and go to Wallingford for composting.
South and Vale Voluntary Forum – This will take place on the 15th March and it is good place to go and share information with community representatives.

Lottery Scheme – SODC are starting up a scheme to raise funds. This will be publicised soon and information will be available on the SODC website. PWF said that this is a good initiative for South Oxfordshire and needs good support.
Communications – AB said that she has communications in her Portfolio and would like opinions on the website, Facebook etc. She said that Watlington Parish Council has a Facebook page and uses it to communicate information to residents in Watlington which is very useful.
Local Plan – The second Preferred Options Consultation will be open soon. It may or not include the Chalgrove proposal. One big issue is infrastructure and there may be a road proposed to go around Watlington. AB said to let her know any comments that you have. When the Consultation starts it is important that as many people as possible comments on this as it is really important to get comments on this issue.

EL thanked AB for attending the meeting.

3. Thames Valley Police - There was no report received.

4. Cricket Club - - There was no report received.
09/17
Financial Matters: To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update and to approve the list of Payments 

1. To agree the Balance of Accounts and approve the list of Payments – KT
	Payments to be approved
	
	
	
	
	£

	1
	Nettlebed and Good Neighbour Scheme Bus Service
	60.00

	2
	K Tynan Salary
	
	
	
	
	284.07

	3
	HM Revenue Tax and Ni
	
	
	
	71.00

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	415.07


	Bank Balance  5/1/2017
	

	Current Account
	13078.10

	Hi Interest Account
	525.97

	Total
	
	13604.07



RESOLVED: That the list of payments shown above be settled and the Balance of Accounts agreed.

2. Budget Update 2016/2017- KT
	Update for Meeting 6/1/2017
	
	
	

	Budget Information
	BUDGET
	ACTUAL
	PROV YEAR 

	SPC
	
	2016/2017
	1/4 /16-5/1/2017
	END

	INCOME
	
	£
	            £
	            £

	SODC Precept  
	5,533.00
	5,533.00
	5,533.00

	Cricket Pavilion Rent
	1,000.00
	1,000.00
	1,000.00

	Grants 
	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	
	
	£6,533.00
	£6,533.00
	£6,533.00

	
	
	 
	 
	 

	EXPENDITURE
	 
	 
	 

	Subscriptions (OALC & ORCC)
	165.00
	110.89
	165.00

	Insurance - SPC
	166.56
	163.91
	163.91

	               - Cricket Club
	388.64
	382.45
	382.45

	Cricket Ground Maintenance
	500.00
	549.39
	500.00

	SODC Non-Business Rates - Cricket Pavilion
	100.00
	99.40
	99.40

	Cricket Ground Rent
	100.00
	100.00
	100.00

	Maintenance (Tree Works)
	280.00
	0.00
	280.00

	External Auditors Fees
	100.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Internal Audit
	110.00
	105.00
	105.00

	Grass Cutting/Gardening Green
	200.00
	0.00
	200.00

	Clerk Salary INCL ni/tax
	1,436.19
	1,081.03
	1,420.27

	HM Inland Revenue Employers Cont
	105.00
	0.00
	105.00

	Postage & Stationery
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Remembrance Day/1st World War Comm
	17.00
	17.00
	17.00

	Meeting Hall Rental
	50.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Bus Shelter and Bench Improvements
	0.00
	680.00
	680.00

	Broadband Campaign 
	162.50
	0.00
	162.50

	Comet Community Bus Service
	 
	60.00
	60.00

	PAT Testing
	 
	123.29
	123.29

	Miscellaneous (sign +open spaces Sub)
	0.00
	87.25
	87.25

	Contingency
	2,652.11
	2,973.39
	1,881.93

	
	
	£6,533.00
	£6,533.00
	£6,533.00

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT 
	 
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	
	
	
	
	

	Firework Fund
	
	
	

	Ticket Sales
	1,594.00
	1,857.65
	1,857.65

	Fireworks 
	
	-1,500.00
	-1,500.00
	-1,500.00

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT (Underspend or Overspend)
	94.00
	357.65
	357.65

	Balance Bfwd
	724.90
	818.90
	818.90

	Balance Cfwd
	£818.90
	£1,176.55
	£1,176.55

	
	
	
	


Resolved: That the budget update above be accepted.

KT reported that she will soon be working on the accounts for the annual audit.

10/17
Planning Matters - JH

JH stated that Marigay has been turned down by SODC for the fourth time. He said he is sure that another planning application will come forward.

P17/S0627/HH, Redpitts Manor Farm, Swyncombe


Demolition of existing timber pergola and construction of a new Pool House adjacent to the existing swimming pool at the rear of the house.

NO STRONG VIEWS – Unanimous.
P16/S4103/HH, Priors Wood Cottage, Park Corner, Nettlebed

Widening of access gate from 2.83m to 4.74m finished width

Deferred for more information
[Post Minute Note: Refused. SPC has received information and representations from neighbours indicating that the 
entrance to the property is being widened to allow the parking of a very large motorhome in the area towards the front of this Grade 2 Listed Building. This is at variance to description given of the proposed works on the application form which states the need for disabled access. SPC would however not object to this application if a condition was placed to this application forbidding the overnight parking of vehicle exceeding 5 meters in length thus overcoming local concerns.]
P16/S3849/HH Chapel Cottage Park Corner RG9 6DR – An appeal has been lodged


JH said that the Enforcement Order was not complied with and they have now lodged an Appeal. The applicants have done things that SODC planning refused. They have also cut down 5 trees. It was noted that their neighbours can now hear their conversations clearly. They have also built a garage. JH stated that SPC objected to this application strongly on every occasion and it is hoped that the Appeal will be dismissed. It was noted that the garage is not part of the Appeal.
11/17
Highway Issues SF


1. Flooding -   Discussed above.

2. Any Other issues

Layby coming to Russells Water at Cookley Green – SF reported that this is getting dangerous.
12/17
Connecting Oxfordshire  

1. Quotes for Parish Grass cutting – EL said that she had nothing to report.
13/17
Parish Portrait – PWF said he had nothing to report but asked that this item remains on the Agenda.
14/17
General Issues E
1. Trees – JH said that the tree with a hole in the middle of it looks beautiful. EL stated that Docker is still looking for a right size, right price, Scots Pine to plant.
2. Litterblitz – It was noted that the litter around our area is very bad at the moment. KT has reported to BIFFA. It was agreed to let AB know if no response is given.

3. Bonfire Party – No date agreed yet.
4. Townlands – The Big Consultation Phase 1 is taking place. It was agreed that EL respond to the Consultation.
5. Comet Bus Service – PWF reported that this is up and running very well. Jim McWhirter is the Administrator of this. He said he is grateful to SPC and the other 4 Parish Council who are financially backing this service. There is a service every week either on a Tuesday or a Thursday. It was asked if the timetable could be put in the Parish News. PWF will organise for this to be done.

6. Cycling and Signs for the Green – SF has put up the No Cycling signs.
7. Any Other Issues.
Right of Way Issue, Stonor – EL reported that someone has put up gates over a right of way and this issue is being dealt with by Stonor.
15/17
Correspondence 

Oliver Passingham – re Fracking – A student has asked for our comment on fracking. This is a survey monkey questionnaire. PWF said he would do this.

Battles Over – PWF said that on the 11th November 2018 there will be beacons lit over the Country to commemorate the 100 years of the end of 1st World War. EL will speak to Pishill with Stonor Parish regarding this and will let PWF know.
16/17
Date of Next Meeting  

The Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 22nd May at 7.30pm at the Village Hall at Russells Water.
1717
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

To note any other matters raised by Members of the Council

Transparency Code – PWF said that there is funding available for Parish Councils to comply with this. KT and EL will have a look at this.
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.20PM
SPC Minutes 6th March 2017
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