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Minutes of the the Annual Meeting of the Swyncombe Parish Council

Held at 7.30pm on Monday 9th May 2016
In the Cricket Pavilion 
Present:
Councillors:
Elizabeth Longley (EL)



John Halls (JH)



Peter Willis-Fleming (PWF)


Tracey Taverner (TT)

Officer:

Kristina Tynan (KT)

Members of the Public: 
3

17/16
  Apologies for absence
               Sam Fielden
18/16 
   Election of Chairman


John Halls proposed Elizabeth Longley and this was seconded by Peter Willis-Fleming. There were no other nominations.


Resolved: That Elizabeth Longley be unanimously elected as Chairman.

19/16
   To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office


   Elizabeth Longley signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

20/16 
   Chairman’s Remarks


There were none.
21/16 
   Election of Vice-Chairman


Elizabeth Longley proposed John Halls and this was seconded by Tracey Taverner. There were no other nominations.


Resolved: That John Halls be unanimously elected as Vice-Chairman.

22/16 
To appoint areas of responsibilities to Councillors
Areas of Responsibility as at May 2016

Elizabeth Longley - Parish Assets (War Memorial, Bus Shelters, Noticeboards and Playground), Bonfire Party, Flytipping, Cleanliness Issues.

 
John Halls -Planning, Legal Issues, Governance and Compliance - Code of Practice, Freedom of Information Act, Risk Assessment, Standing Orders
 

Tracey Taverner - Common Land and Easements Parish Parties, Reporting of Potholes.

Peter Willis -Fleming -Footpaths and Bridleways, Access Land, Representative for SODC/OCC Seminars, Cricket Club Liaison Officer, Neighbourhood Watch, Communications, Chilterns Society and Chilterns Conservation Board 
 

  Sam Fielden - Police Issues, Highways Issues, Transport (EL to speak to SF about this)
23/16   
To receive Declarations of Interest 


There were none.
24/16
Minutes of the Swyncombe Parish Council 14/3/2016 to be signed as a correct record 


Resolved: That these minutes were a correct record of this meeting and that they be signed by the Chairman.
25/16
Matters arising from the Minutes/Previous Actions
Cricket Club Shed (Minute 06/16 refers) – It was noted that they will need to apply for Planning Permission for this.
26/16
Connecting Oxfordshire

There is a meeting set up for this week to discuss this issue. PWF said that OCC has statutory duties for providing Education etc but there are some things that they do not have to do eg verge cutting and flooding. To what extent can another body take over these functions? There could be collaboration between neighbouring parishes to do some things which would then take advantage of economies of scale. It was agreed that we pursue what parishes would be interested in collaboration in such things as , grass cutting, verge cutting, weeds, management of salt bins, public right of ways, school crossings etc.
27/16
Financial Matters: To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update and to approve the list of Payments 


1. To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update for 2015/2016
	Update for Meeting 9/5/2016
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	BUDGET
	ACTUAL
	PROV YEAR 
	BUDGET
	

	SPC
	
	
	
	2015/2016
	31/03/2015
	END
	2016/2017
	

	INCOME
	
	
	
	£
	            £
	            £
	£
	

	SODC Precept  
	
	
	5,305.53
	5,305.53
	5,305.53
	5,533.00
	

	Cricket Pavilion Rent
	
	
	1,000.00
	1,000.00
	1,000.00
	1,000.00
	

	Grants 
	
	
	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	

	SODC Grant due to Tax Base Decrease
	227.00
	227.23
	227.23
	0.00
	

	
	
	
	
	£6,532.53
	£6,532.76
	£6,532.76
	£6,533.00
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	EXPENDITURE
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Subscriptions (OALC & ORCC)
	
	165.00
	143.89
	143.89
	165.00
	

	Insurance - SPC
	
	
	166.56
	162.28
	162.28
	166.56
	

	               - Cricket Club
	
	
	388.64
	378.63
	378.63
	388.64
	

	Cricket Ground Maintenance
	
	500.00
	500.00
	500.00
	500.00
	

	SODC Non-Business Rates - Cricket Pavilion
	97.00
	98.60
	98.60
	100.00
	

	Cricket Ground Rent
	
	
	100.00
	100.00
	100.00
	100.00
	

	Maintenance (Tree Works)
	
	400.00
	1,150.00
	1,150.00
	280.00
	

	External Auditors Fees
	
	
	0.00
	100.00
	100.00
	100.00
	 

	Internal Audit
	
	
	110.00
	105.00
	105.00
	110.00
	

	Grass Cutting/Gardening Green
	
	200.00
	270.00
	270.00
	200.00
	

	Clerk Salary INCL ni/tax
	
	1,401.16
	1,385.62
	1,385.62
	1,436.19
	

	HM Inland Revenue Employers Cont
	105.00
	0.00
	0.00
	105.00
	

	Postage & Stationery
	
	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Remembrance Day/1st World War Comm
	0.00
	17.00
	17.00
	17.00
	

	Election Fee to SODC
	
	
	0.00
	85.00
	85.00
	0.00
	

	Meeting Hall Rental
	
	
	30.00
	54.00
	54.00
	50.00
	

	 Paint for Cricket Pavilion
	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Broadband Campaign 
	
	162.50
	0.00
	0.00
	162.50
	

	Miscellaneous
	
	
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Contingency
	
	
	2,706.67
	1,982.74
	1,982.74
	2,652.11
	

	
	
	
	
	£6,532.53
	£6,532.76
	£6,532.76
	£6,533.00
	

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT 
	 
	
	
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	Firework Fund
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	Ticket Sales
	
	
	1,200.00
	1,594.00
	1,594.00
	1,594.00
	

	Fireworks 
	
	
	
	-1,200.00
	-1,500.00
	-1,500.00
	-1,500.00
	

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT (Underspend or Overspend)
	0.00
	94.00
	94.00
	94.00
	

	Balance Bfwd
	
	
	724.90
	724.90
	724.90
	724.90
	

	Balance Cfwd
	
	
	£724.90
	£818.90
	£818.90
	£818.90
	

	All figures are Net
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Bank Balance 31/3/2016
	

	Earmarked Reserves 
	
	
	Current Account
	
	9000.01

	
	
	
	£
	
	Hi Interest Account
	
	525.81

	Pavilion Maintenance
	
	500.00
	
	Total
	
	
	9525.82

	War Memorial Repairs
	500.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Misc Tree Works etc
	
	1620.06
	
	Breakdown
	
	
	

	Pavilion Works
	
	2000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	4743.26

	Broadband
	
	162.50
	
	Earmarked Reserves
	
	4782.56

	
	
	
	4782.56
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	9525.82



2. To approve the list of Payments 

Resolved: That the following payment be settled:


26/4/2016   Cricket Club – Annual Payment  
£500

28/16
Insurance Review 

It was noted that we are on our second year of a 3 year fixed term. No actions needed.
29/16
Planning Matters - JH

Redpits – This was approved

Chapel Cottage – This is being looked at by the SODC Enforcement Officer as there have been breaches of planning law. There was a letter sent by the Agent to SODC which we have not seen. It was agreed that we ask to see this letter as this is an outrageous situation. JH said that we should consider going to the Henley Standard on this issue.

30/16
Highway Issues 
The flooding issue at Cookley Green is still being looked into. Some potholes have been dealt with. The Clerk suggested that we could ask OCC to do a HAMP assessment on a specific stretch of this road. There have been a number of Police Speed Vans in Park Corner last week.  It was suggested that we ask OCC to conduct a speed survey which would cost £100.
31/16
General Issues EL/JW
1. Trees – PWF reported that the trees that were removed from Kenny Lynch’s property have not been replaced. The Forestry Commission have said that he should replant within 3 years.  We may need to put pressure on.

2. Litterblitz –Nothing to report
3. Parking on the Green – It was noted that people are allowed to park on the Green for the bonfire party etc but now people are parking on it so regularly that there are two tyre tracks on the grass. It was agreed that we order an A3 sign saying ‘No Parking’ for this location.
3. The Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebration – 11th June 2016- There is a meeting scheduled for Monday to discuss the event. A grant from SODC has also been received. TT is the lead organiser of this event which will be held in the back garden of the Five Horseshoes.
Resolved: That SPC allocate up to £250 to this event if it is needed.
4. Bonfire Party - Firework Purchase
Resolved: That SPC purchase the Fireworks prior to the tickets being sold. The Clerk will inform our Insurance Company of this event. It was noted that the Firework Account has £818.80 at present.
5. Broadband – PWF said that the good news is that permission has been given to use the mast on Britwell Hill. Stonor will be getting Superfast Broadband. Village Networks will be doing the work on the Connect 8 project which will be using poles and masts to provide a better broadband network in locations that BT will not be doing. A meeting has been arranged with BT on the 7/6/2016 which will be a public meeting.
6. Parish Portrait - PWF
said that SPC would not be able to produce a Neighbourhood Plan which would have a statutory force. However a Parish Portrait would include salient point of what this Parish is and what it wants to become. PWF has made a start on this. The AONB, Conservation and SSSI areas do have safeguards in place.
7. Children’s Safeguarding Policy – The Clerk has sought advice on whether we need to have this and they have said that we not have to do one as we have no buildings etc that are used for Children’s activities.
8. To agree the draft response on Creating New Local Unitary Councils – the draft response was attached to the agenda. 
Resolved: That this response be sent
32/16
Correspondence 

1. John Cotton – SODC – progress on the devolution debate in Oxfordshire – emailed to all Councillors. - Noted.

2. Rodney Rose – OCC – Asking all interested towns and parishes to sign the Section 101 Local Agency Agreement – emailed to all Councillors. A meeting has been set up on this and will take place on 16/5/2016.


3. OALC – Transparency Code for smaller authorities – emailed to all Councillors. This gives information on what financial information needs to be on the website. The Clerk will ensure that the information if put on the website.
33/16
Date of Next Meeting  

Monday 19th September at 7.30pm in the Cricket Pavilion.
34/16
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

To note any other matters raised by Members of the Council
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.30PM
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