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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Swyncombe Parish Council

Held at 7pm on Monday 11th May 2015 in the Cricket Pavilion 

Present:

Councillors:
Elizabeth Longley (EL)



John Halls (JH)



Tracey Taverner (TT)



Peter Willis-Fleming (PWF)



Sam Fielden (SF)

Officer:

Kristina Tynan

16/15
  Apologies for absence

There were none.
17/15 
   Election of Chairman


Peter Willis-Fleming proposed Elizabeth Longley and this was seconded by John Halls. There were no other nominations.


Resolved: That Elizabeth Longley be unanimously elected as Chairman.

18/15
   To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office


   Elizabeth Longley signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

19/15 
   Chairman’s Remarks


EL welcomed TT to the Council and said that everyone was looking forward to working with her.
20/15 
   Election of Vice-Chairman

Elizabeth Longley proposed John Halls and this was seconded by Peter Willis-Fleming. There were no   other nominations.

Resolved: That John Halls be unanimously elected as Vice-Chairman.

21/15
  To appoint areas of responsibilities to Councillors
Areas of Responsibility as May 2015

Elizabeth Longley - Parish Assets (War Memorial, Bus Shelters, Noticeboards and Playground), Bonfire Party, Flytipping, Cleanliness Issues.

 
John Halls -Planning, Legal Issues, Governance and Compliance - Code of Practice, Freedom of Information Act, Risk Assessment, Standing Orders
 

Tracey Taverner - Common Land and Easements Parish Parties, Reporting of Potholes.
Peter Willis -Fleming -Footpaths and Bridleways, Access Land, Representative for SODC/OCC Seminars, Cricket Club Liaison Officer, Neighbourhood Watch, Communications, Chilterns Society. 

 

Sam Fielden - Police Issues, Highways Issues
22/15   
To receive Declarations of Interest 


Sam Fielden declared an interest in Agenda Item 15 item 1 – Cricket Club Improvement Plans as he is the owner of the land. He signed the ‘Declaration of Interest’ book and left the room for this item.
23/15
Minutes of the Swyncombe Parish Council 16/3/2015 to be signed as a correct record 


One change was agreed, that in Minute 6/15 item 3, it as SF not PWF that reported on Thames Valley Police.

Resolved: That with the change noted above, these minutes were a correct record of this meeting and that they be signed by the Chairman.

24/15
Matters arising from the Minutes/Previous Actions


1. Community Infrastructure Levy (Minute 10/15 refers) – It was noted that for every house built in the Parish the Parish Council would receive some money.
2. A Boards Trial (Minute 07/15 refers) - It was noted that when these have been put on the road side for St Botolph’s services there has been no issues.
3. Mirror for the Corner of the turn into Swyncombe (Minute 07/15 refers) – The Clerk had heard at last from Mark Francis at OCC who stated that ‘currently reviewing the road mirror policy so I regret that I am unable to process the request at this time, I have checked the accident history and there have been no personal injury accidents in the last five years so even when the policy is finalised I wouldn’t think we would look to install a road mirror at this location.’ 

The Clerk then asked that if it was paid for by SPC could one be installed. However this would not be allowed because it would be on Highway land. There was a suggestion that one could be put on the telephone box.
4. Flooding Issues (Minute 07/15 refers) - SF reported that there are still problems with the soakaway by Stockings Farm. He reported that he has dug it out but it still is not working properly.  SF will take this up with OCC again.

EL said that she had recently attended a Parish Chairmen Meeting with Cllr Stephen Harrod and the Area Engineer which was very interesting on changes that will be happening on highway issues. OCC will be sending a letter to parishes in August giving the detail.
5. South Oxfordshire Local Plan – Refined Options Consultation (Minute 10/15 refers) – EL said that no response from SPC was sent on this.
4. Rubbish on the highway – The Clerk will send an email to Ian Robinson at SODC on the amount of rubbish that is in the verges and hedgerows in our Parish.
25/15
Financial Matters: To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update and to approve the list of Payments 


1. To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update for 2014/2015

The end of year budget figures were noted.

Actual Year End budget figures are shown on the next page.

	Year End Budget Figures 2014/2015
	
	 

	BUDGET FIGUES
	
	
	2014/2015
	2014/2015
	2015/2016

	Figures are NET
	
	
	Budget
	Actual to date
	Budget

	
	
	
	
	 
	31/03/2014
	 

	INCOME
	
	
	
	£
	            £
	            £

	SODC Precept 
	
	
	5,201.50
	5,201.50
	5,305.53

	Cricket Pavilion Rent
	
	
	1,000.00
	1,000.00
	1,000.00

	Grants  (OCC Pavilion Improvement)
	
	0.00
	2,000.00
	0.00

	SODC Grant due to Tax Base Decrease
	211.00
	211.00
	227.00

	
	
	
	
	£6,412.50
	£8,412.50
	£6,532.53

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	 

	EXPENDITURE
	
	
	 
	 
	 

	Subscriptions (OALC & ORCC)
	
	165.00
	140.89
	165.00

	Insurance - SPC
	
	
	170.22
	166.56
	166.56

	               - Cricket Club
	
	
	397.18
	388.64
	388.64

	Cricket Ground Maintenance
	
	500.00
	500.00
	500.00

	SODC Non-Business Rates - Cricket Pavilion
	96.40
	96.40
	97.00

	Cricket Ground Rent
	2 Years
	
	100.00
	200.00
	100.00

	Maintenance (Tree Works)
	
	400.00
	630.00
	400.00

	External Auditors Fees
	
	
	120.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Internal Audit
	
	
	
	110.00
	105.00
	110.00

	Grass Cutting/Gardening Green
	
	187.50
	187.50
	200.00

	Clerk Salary 
	
	
	
	1,371.00
	1,097.40
	1,401.16

	HM Inland Revenue Employers Cont
	
	100.00
	273.60
	105.00

	HM Revenue Employees Contribution
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Postage & Stationery
	
	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Remembrance Day/1st World War Comm
	17.00
	34.00
	0.00

	Parish Summer Party
	
	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Meeting Hall Rental
	
	
	30.00
	21.00
	30.00

	Cricket Pavilion Improvements
	
	0.00
	3,695.98
	0.00

	Broadband Campaign 
	
	
	 
	37.50
	162.50

	Miscellaneous
	
	
	 
	12.98
	 

	Contingency to be earmarked at Year End
	2,648.20
	825.05
	2,706.67

	
	
	
	
	£6,412.50
	£8,412.50
	£6,532.53

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT 
	 
	
	
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Firework Fund
	
	
	
	
	

	Ticket Sales
	
	
	
	1200
	1,402.50
	1,200.00

	Fireworks 
	
	
	
	-1200
	-1,500.00
	-1,200.00

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT (Underspend or Overspend)
	0.00
	-97.50
	0.00

	Balance Bfwd
	
	
	822.40
	822.40
	724.90

	Balance Cfwd
	
	
	£822.40
	£724.90
	£724.90

	All figures are Net
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Proposed

	Earmarked Reserves 
	
	as at
	31/03/2014
	
	31/03/2015

	
	
	
	
	£
	Minus 
	

	Pavilion Maintenance
	
	
	500.00
	
	675

	War Memorial Repairs
	
	
	500.00
	
	675

	Urgent Misc./Tree Works
	
	1620.06
	
	1895.11

	Works to Pavilion and surrounding Area (spent)
	2000.00
	-1695
	505

	
	
	
	
	4620.06
	-1695.00
	3750.11



2. Budget 2015/2016 update 

 The figures above were noted and the proposed earmarked reserves were agreed.

3. To approve the list of Payments 

Resolved: That the following payments be settled and that the Accounts Balance as at 30/42015 be agreed.
	30/03/2015
	Fence In
	Works to Pavilion
	489
	3695.98
	739.20
	4435.00
	(Accounted for in Last Financial Year)

	04/04/2015
	Village Hall RW
	Hire of Hall
	490
	6.00
	
	6.00
	
	
	

	11/05/2015
	Swyncombe CC
	Maintenance Grant
	491
	500.00
	
	500.00
	
	
	

	11/05/2015
	Broker Network Ltd
	Annual Insurance
	492
	540.91
	
	540.91
	agreed to be paid after agenda item 11

	11/05/2015
	OALC 
	Annual Subs
	493
	110.89
	22.18
	133.07
	
	
	

	11/05/2015
	OCC
	Annual Subs
	494
	30.00
	
	30.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	4883.78
	761.38
	5644.98
	
	
	

	Bank Balances
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	30/04/2015
	
	£
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Current Account
	
	9752.76
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reserve Account
	525.59
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Bank Balance
	10278.35
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


26/15
Insurance Review – All Councillors have received the new schedule from Came and Company. Do we wish to have one year of a 3 year fixed term?

After discussion it was:


Resolved: That we accept the 3 year fixed term of Insurance from Came and Company. The payment for this year will be £540.91 and is reflected in the payment list above.
27/15
Planning Matters - JH
P15/SO516/LB Redpit Farm –JH reported that SODC has passed now passed this application which had a different design than the original application. – SODC refused the original application as the proposed works were deemed detrimental to its Listed Building status.

Marigay Russells Water – JH stated that we have heard nothing further about re-application on this property since SODC refused it.

Extension of House on the Green – EL stated that they have been using the Green to store some materials but the residents have said that they will put it all back to rights once the work is completed.

28/15
Highway Issues SF

EL reported that at the recent Highways meeting she attended it was stated that if a pothole has a red marking this means that if should be fixed within 24 hours and if a green or white marking should be fixed within 28 days. Potholes will only be filled in if there are a certain size and depth.
29/15
General Issues EL/JW
1. Trees – Awaiting quote from Owain Devey.

2. Litterblitz – This went well.
3. Green and War Memorial – EL will ask David Tilley to cut the grass on the green and to not cut any of the poppies.

4. Cycling – EL reported that the biggest issue will be the Henley Highwayman race. She has attended a meeting with one of the organisers. There will be 300-400 cyclists taking part and the event is to be held on the 12th June. It is an event for local people. If anyone has any feedback on this once it has taken place to give comments to EL. Information is on their website.
JH said he is fed up with arrows from cycle races not being removed after events.


5. Bonfire Party – Request that SPC purchase the fireworks for the Bonfire Party as done in previous years.


This will take place on 7th November 2015. After discussion it was:
Resolved: That SPC purchases the fireworks prior to the tickets being sold. It was noted that the firework fund has £724.90 in the account at present. The Clerk to inform our Insurance Company of this event.
6. Broadband –EL has had a site visit to Woodcote to look at how they have improved broadband speed. She said it was quite impressive and seems to work. It works on a relay system.

 It seems there is a possibility that we could use local masts to improve broadband. The company would be prepared to set it up for us but the Broadband Group need to investigate to see if this system would work here.
PWF urged everyone to fill and return the questionnaires that have been sent to all residents of local parishes.

7. Townlands – EL reported that there is still a battle on for the 18 beds to be retained. They still could not provide a complete list of services that will be provided. She said that she was not very impressed with the Public Meeting. There is still uncertainty about what Sue Ryder is doing.
7. Chiltern Conservation Board Member – It was noted that Julia Wells has resigned from this Board and PWF said he would look into becoming a member of this.

8. Extra Slabs for outside Cricket Pavilion – It was agreed to put down another 3 slabs on sand at grass level for the width of the gap.

9. Hedge along Church Lane – This should be dug out and stock fencing installed by Swyncombe Estates.

10. Children’s Safeguarding Policy – KT will seek advice from OALC on this and this will be an agenda item for the next meeting.
30/15.
Correspondence 

1. Swyncombe Cricket Club – Peter Regent and Ian Lewis – Seeking Parish Council approval for their 2015 Ground Improvement Plans.

This issue was discussed and it was agreed that a plan and proposal needs to come in writing to the next meeting. Clive Goodall will speak to Sam Fielden about this issue prior to a plan being drawn up.


JH suggested that the Cricket Club hold a raffle at the Bonfire Party to raise funds for improvements.


2. SODC – Discretionary Rate Relief for the Pavilion – Noted.
31/15
Date of Next Meeting  

Monday 14th September 2015 at 7.30pm in the Swyncombe Cricket Pavilion.
32/15
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

Pavilion Improvements – PFW complimented the people who did the pavilion works.
Village Green Status for Cookley Green – JH said that the Chiltern Society are encouraging parishes with a green to do this so that it is protected however as our green has common land status this has more legal status that a village green.
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8.45PM
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