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Swyncombe Parish Council




                                1 Russell’s Water, Henley-on Thames, Oxon RG9 6ES.  Tel:  01491 641946

                               Email:  swyncombepc@ymail.com Website: www.swyncombe.com 

Parish Clerk:  Kristina Tynan

Minutes of the The Annual Meeting of the Swyncombe Parish Council

Held at 8.30pm on Monday 13th May 2013
in the Cricket Pavilion 

Present:


Councillors:
Elizabeth Longley (EL)



Peter Willis Fleming (PWF)



Sam Fielden (SF)



John Halls (JF)

Officer:
                                               Kristina Tynan

County Councillor:
Caroline Newton

District Councillor:
Anna Badcock

Members of the Public:
4
25/13
  Apologies for absence
       
Julia Wells.
26/13 
   Election of Chairman


   PWF proposed EL and this was seconded by SF. There were no other nominations.


 Resolved: That EL was unanimously elected as Chairman
27/13   To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office


  EL signed the ‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ from.
28/13 
  Chairman’s Remarks

 There were no remark further to the Chairman’s Report given to the Annual Parish Meeting prior   

 to this meeting.
29/13 
  Election of Vice-Chairman


 PWF proposed JH and this was seconded by EL. There were no other nomiations.

 Resolved: That JH was unanimously elected as Vice-Chairman.
30/13
 To appoint areas of responsibilities to Councillors
Areas of Responsibility 

 Elizabeth Longley - Parish Assets (War Memorial, Bus Shelters, Noticeboards and Playground),   

 Bonfire Party, Flytipping, Cleanliness Issues.

John Halls -Planning, Legal Issues, Governance and Compliance - Code of Practice, Freedom of     

Information Act, Risk Assessment, Standing Orders
 
Julia Wells - Common Land and Easements,  Public Transport, Parish Parties, Parish Map, Chilterns   

AONB Conservation Board Member for South Oxford Parish Councils

 Peter Willis -Fleming -Footpaths and Bridleways, Access Land, Representative for SODC/OCC  

 Seminars, Cricket Club Liaison Officer, Neighbourhood Watch

 
 

 Sam Fielden - Police Issues, Highways Issues
31/13.   To receive Declarations of Interest 


 To receive any declarations on interest from Councillors relating to items to be considered at the meeting, in accordance with the    

                    provisions of the Councils Local Code of Conduct.t

 Although JW was not present she did declare an interest in the Planning Application for Redpitts as 
               she uses a building on this site. This was noted.
32/13
Minutes of the Swyncombe Parish Council  4/3/2013 to be signed as a correct record 


Resolved: That these minutes are agreed as a correct record and that they be signed by the Chairman.
33/13   Matters arising from the Minutes/Previous Actions
   
There were no matters arising other than agenda items.
34/13
Financial Matters: To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update and to approve the list of Payments 


Resolved: That the Balance of Accounts and the following payments below are agreed.
	Current Account
	
	Chq No
	Incl VAT
	VAT
	Excl VAT

	PAYMENTS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	05/04/2013
	HM Revenue
	Tax and NI
	435
	65.00
	
	65.00

	05/04/2013
	Cricket Club
	Annual Payment
	440
	500.00
	
	500.00

	14/05/2013
	OALC
	Annual Subscription
	441
	133.07
	22.18
	110.89

	14/05/2013
	ORCC 
	Annual Subscription
	442
	30.00
	 
	30.00

	14/05/2013
	Cane&Cable
	Annual Insurance
	443
	567.40
	
	567.40

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	1295.47
	22.18
	1273.29

	RECEIPTS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Precept and top up from SODC
	2809.14
	
	
	

	Cricket Club -Rent
	
	1000.00
	
	
	

	Current AC Bank Balance incl all above transactions 
	5914.19
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reserve Account
	
	525.05
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Bank Balances 
	
	6439.24
	
	
	



Approval for Audit Information  -  A meeting will be held to approve this before it needs to be sent to BDO, the external Auditor. KT will be meeting with the Internal Auditor, Roger Symes to pass on the information he needs.

35/13
Insurance Review – All Councillors have received the new schedule from Came and Company. 

EL stated that our Insurance is now half what it was 2 years ago and thanked KT for organising this. The schedule was agreed last year for a 3 year term, this being the 2nd year. It was noted that KT will add the Cricket nets onto the schedule
36/13
Planning Matters - JH


The two applications below were discussed:


P13/S 1109/FUL - Redpitts Manor Swyncombe 


Construction of Leisure Tree House Scheme


Site Visit Agreed and then comments will be given to SODC

It was noted that some residents will be objecting to this application.


P13/S1258/HH – Maytree Cottage, Cookley Green

Removal of existing fibreglass garage doors and replacement with new timber garage door and personal 
door.

NO STRONG VIEWS.

37/13
Highway Issues SF

Potholes – SF reported that OCC have attended to the one on the corner of Cookley Green but they have done the absolute minimum required. He will keep persevering.
KT reported that there is now a fixmystreet link on the  OCC website and which a picture can also be uploaded. They say that any report sent in will be looked at within 48 hours.  KT will circulate the link to all Councillors and EL will then pass this onto residents.

Security Issues – SF said that he is chasing PCSO Michael Rawnsley to come and assess security on the Swyncombe Estate.

38/13
General Issues EL/JW

1. Triathlon -   EL reported that the road closure has come down from 12 hours to 8 hours. The roads will now be open at 2pm.The safety concerns that we sent to the Police have been ignored. OCC will be circulating a note to all residents that will be affected by the closure and this will be another chance to make representations. The Police have said that the road needs to be closed for safety reasons and have authorised the closure. There are still concerns that Howe Road is now wide enough for cyclists going both ways. There will be 1500 cyclist taking part in the race.  EL has approached John Howell about having a meeting the week after the event in September. 
It was noted that the 40mph speed limit on Howe Hill will be put in place on the 14th May 2013. It was stated that Just Racing are a very difficult company to deal with. 
It was noted that the responses on this issue that were sent to the Police were collated by them and sent to Just Racing. 


2.  Litterblitz – KT to find out date of SODC deep cleanse and a date for the litterblitz will then be decided.

3. Bonfire Party – The inaugural meeting will be held next week.
4. Review of Trees  and  Discussion of Tree Quotations for works – EL said that some work has been done on the trees on Cookley Green and during these works it was found that 2 trees have a fungus which eats the roots and therefore it is only a matter of time until the tree dies. It was noted that the tree by Cookley Orchard should be cut and the stump left for wildlife, and which will decay naturally and the tree outside the Green’s house should be cut down before it falls on the road. Three quotes have been obtained for the works needed and it is hoped that there may be some grants available towards this work. EL will put in an application for a grant from OCC as CN has said that there may be some money available. After discussion it was:
Resolved: That we accept the quote from NH Payne for these works and seek a grant towards these works.
5. Neighbourhood Plan/Community Led Plan - There has been great interest across the district from communities wanting to prepare their own plans. The council is doing all it can to support these.  We are also working with parishes on their community led plans, those deciding not to do neighbourhood plans.

The Government planning reforms has been of particular interest around the District and were the main area for discussion in the annual Parish Council forum – a discussion evening between district council and town and parish councils.

Planning Enforcement continues to be a hot topic and the council has been putting additional resources to this. Much effort is also being put into explaining to parishes what we can and cannot do. Where there is a breach of planning there is frustration as the limit to what the council can do and the speed at which we can do it. We are required to give those in breach of planning time to make amends where possible. However some issues raised as enforcement are actually minor developments now permitted under Permitted Development Rights. Government reforms have made it easier for people to do extensions.

39/13
Correspondence – All correspondence was noted.
40/13
Date of Next Meeting  

Audit Only – Meeting to be held in June – Date will be circulated by email.

SPC Council Meeting - 16th September 2013
41/13
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

To note any other matters raised by Members of the Council

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9PM
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