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Minutes of the Meeting of the Swyncombe Parish Council 

Held at 7.30 pm on Monday 7th December 2015
In the Village Hall at Russell’s Water 

Present:

Councillors:
Elizabeth Longley (EL)



John Halls (JH)




Peter Willis-Fleming (PWF)



Sam Fielden (SF)

Officer:

Kristina Tynan

County Councillor:
Stephen Harrod

District Councillor:
Anna Badcock

In Attendance:
Peter Richardson and Graham Wells
Elizabeth Longley welcomed everyone to the meeting.

52/15
Apologies for absence
              Tracey Taverner.

53/15   
To receive Declarations of Interest 


No Declarations of Interest were notified. 
54/15
Minutes of the Swyncombe Parish Council held on 14th September 2015 to be signed as a correct record 

Resolved: That these minutes were a correct record of this meeting and that they be signed by the Chairman.
55/15
Matters arising from the Minutes/Previous Actions

1. Rubbish on the highway – KT to pass our concerns about this to Anna Badcock.

2. Hedge along Church Lane – This has been done.
3. Agreement between SPC and Swyncombe Estates and Agreement between SPC and Swyncombe Cricket Club. JH and SF to look at what changes are needed and JH to make the necessary amendments and email to the Clerk when done. It was asked that the lease be with colour maps.
56/15
Broadband and Connect 8 – Update by Peter Richardson
PR stated that it is over a year since the Connect 8 Campaign was started to deal with the 5-10% of the areas which would not be connected to faster broadband. William Perrin has been involved as well as many parishes/communities. There are now 12 communities interested in this. BT were never going to dig up our roads and lay fibres so our rural areas have been pushed to the end of the list by the OCC Better Broadband Team. There have been a number of promises from the Government and Local Authorities that number would be increasing but not knowing when. Connect 8 think that a Radio Solution would be best as if one lives further than 1 mile from a cabinet there would not be a good service with faster broadband. 
Radio is a good solution with as much fibre as is possible. Village Networks are the best provider of this and they have just come up with some proposals and a start could be made as early as Spring 2016. The Radio Solution would be dependant on finalising the use of the Police Mast at Britwell Hill and Connect 8 may need to lean on some people to move this on. The cost to a household for this would be about £30 per month and a one of cost of £185 for installation but would give speeds of up to 24mgz.   The Radio Solution works by line of sight and a way of connecting the communities of Russells Water, Maidensgrove, Cookley Green and Howe Hill has been worked out. Other communities can be connected also via a zig-zag system. For this to work it needs to have a radio receiver at roof level to premises. 
Connect 8 has over 200 people on its subscription list and it is felt that this is enough people to make this scheme viable. Connect 8 is still pressurising OCC for assistance in respect of fibre. RAF Benson have also been approached for community involvement in this scheme. Connect 8 are confident that they can find a solution to getting better broadband in our rural areas and want to find as many residents as possible who would be interested in this scheme. Village Networks have done a similar scheme in Hambleden which has been successful in improving broadband speeds. Pishill with Stonor were looking into having a mobile mast but are no longer going to do this.
PWF asked how the Capital Funding would be obtained. PR said that the Capital Cost for radio is very modest in comparison to other means.

AB said that through the radio solution only speeds of 25mgz, Gigi-Clear who could get speeds of up to 100mgz would be a very expensive solution in this location.  However as technology improves so will radio strengths. Radio would be the best and quickest route at the moment.
PR said that radio would give us a much better service to what we have now and with lot of people in this area working from home, broadband speed is a very high priority to residents.

JH asked PR if he thought RAF Benson would be a problem. PR said it is just the red tape that you have to deal with. JH said that Tim Elsworthy in Swyncombe Parish would be a good contact as he is exceedingly well connected to the RAF.  JH said he would contact TE and ask him to contact PR direct.

PR said that the Capital Cost would be about £14,000. AB said that the SODC Grant towards Infrastructure could be applied to and PR said that William Perrin is looking into funding at the moment. PR said that Ed Vaizey has been very helpful and sent Bill Murphy a letter on this.

PWF said that as a parish Swyncombe would be happy to do our bit.

EL thanked PR very much for coming to the meeting and updating us on this issue.
57/15
Public Questions  

There were none.
58/15
To receive Reports from:


1. District Councillor – Anna Badcock
Enterprise Zone - A second Enterprise Zone has been put near Didcot which means that SODC can apply for more infrastructure money from the Government to support things such as dealing with increased traffic. Didcot has a ‘Garden Town’ status which is very exciting. As South Oxfordshire does not have the road infrastructure to copy with lots more houses, schools, hospitals, GP Surgeries etc this is very good for applying for more money from Central Government.
Xmas Waste Collections – All the information is on the SODC website. AB said to let her know if there are any missed collections at any time as there have been a few problems in Watlington with waste not being collected but seems to affect the people at the end of the route mostly. SODC are looking into asking BIFFA to vary routes so it is not always the same residents who do not get their waste collected.
Community First – This used to be called OALC and helps communities in general with various things including funding. They are a great resource and the Neighbourhood Plan Forum in Watlington have used them and found them very useful.
SODC Town and Parish Forum – This was held in November and was very useful as there was a lot of information given out on the Local Plan.

Go Active Gold – This has now been launched and has activities for ages 60+. It is worth looking at the many activities on the SODC website and to contact them if Swyncombe would like to host any activities.
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) – The review on this is still on-going and CIL replaces the old 106. CIL means that a levy is applied to every house built on a square foot basis. 106 remains in place for very large developments. If a Town or Parish has a Neighbourhood Plan in place they get 25% of the levy if not they get 15%.

Community Safety – SODC are looking into putting money into CCTV schemes and also for PCSO’s.

There is a Police Cyber Crime survey taking place at the moment looking at child abuse etc. AB said it was worth having a look at this.
Council Tax – Awaiting a figure from Central Government which will be received on the 23/12/15 and this will indicate broadly what SODC will do. There is a desire to keep it low.

Neighbourhood Plans and Community Led Plans - EL said that SPC are looking at this again and that she has spoken to Charlotte Culver in the SODC Planning Department. Her opinion was that doing it on our own as a Parish would be too much work. AB said that quite often Councillor and Officers have different views. AB said that she would highly recommend that every town and parish should do a NP. Being in the AONB gives some protection but there has been a large development within the AONB in the Vale when they had an open season so being in the AONB does not give all the backup.

AB stated that SODC are still in a position that they have a 5 year land supply. There are two designated planning zones, one being Didcot and the other being the rest of the District. Didcot has a 4.5 year land supply (because of some developers not building) and SODC are pushing the developers to start building, and the rest of the District has a 9 year land supply.
If there is a NP in progress town and parish councils can decide where the houses should be built and how many houses should be built. It also stops speculative builders coming in.
AB was asked what should small communities such as Swyncombe and Britwell do. Should consideration be given to say joining in with the Nettlebed NP? A NP takes about 18months to 2 years to produce.  It was thought that SPC should take with Britwell Parish.

Graham Wells asked why is there more significant risk now as before parishes relied on Planning Policy etc.  AB said that Planning Law has changed in that there is now a presumption in favour of development and also small villages now have the ability to infill which they previously did not.
It was agreed that we should think about if we would want to join with any of our neighbouring small parishes to do a combined NP.

Resolved:  That EL arrange an informal meeting with SPC Councillors to discuss this issue before the next meeting.  Meeting to be held either on the 4th and 11th February 2016, perhaps in the Five Horseshoes. EL will organise this meeting.
 
2. County Councillor – Stephen Harrod 
Council Tax - SH said that OCC are very keep to increase it significantly but cannot increase it by more than 2% without a Referendum. He said that there is a strong feeling that a Referendum may be held but this is still being debated. OCC need to have more money. If OCC could increase it by 10% there would not have to make the savings needed by cutting Children’s Centres, Household Waste Centres. OCC are also looking for local town and parish councils to take over certain OCC responsibilities eg verge cutting. One of the obvious things to do would be to charge a nominal sum for using the waste centres but this cannot be done without a change in the law.  One of the biggest problems is the potential cuts to the Highways budget. This may mean that only issues that are of a clear danger will be fixed if they are not they will not be fixed in the short term. The biggest cost that OCC has is the care of the elderly which takes up most of the OCC budget.
SH said he will keep us posted on any developments on the budget. OCC need to put together a final budget by February 2016 which has to balance. OCC may have 2 budgets, one with and one without a Referendum.

SH said that it is useful to get parishes views on the budget issue.

Wi-Fi in Libraries – OCC are putting free Wi-Fi in the libraries

Bus Services – All subsidised services will be reduced or cut.

Oxfordshire Together – This will roll out next year which is a positive step and OCC will be able to allocate some funds to town and parish councils who take on specific OCC roles. There could be clusters of parishes who join together to do specific things.

County Councillor Monthly Report - The December report will be sent out soon.
EW thanked both AB and SH for attending the meeting.

             3. Thames Valley Police - No report had been received.

4. Cricket Club 


 a) 2015 Ground Improvement Plans – No information received from the Cricket Club so this was not discussed. PWF said that he has sent some emails to Peter Regent but he has not responded. PWF has spoken to Clive Goodall who has said that he has sent information to Peter Regent.
59/15
Financial Matters: To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update and to approve the list of Payments 


1. Budget 2015/2016 update 

Resolved: That the Budget Update is accepted and is shown at the end of these minutes.

2. Precept and Budget for 2016/2017 – Discussion took place on this and it was  

Resolved: That the Precept be increased by 4.1% which will give a precept of £5533.00. The agreed Budget for 2016/2017 is shown at the end of these minutes.

3. To approve the list of Payments 
	Payments to be agreed since the last meeting held on 14/9/2015/6/2015
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Cheque No
	 £ Net
	VAT
	£Gross
	

	14/09/2015
	Jonathons Fireworks
	Fireworks
	503
	1500.00
	300.00
	1800.00
	

	30/09/2015
	SODC
	Election Fees
	504
	85.00
	
	85.00
	

	30/09/2015
	RJS (IA)Ltd
	Internal Audit
	505
	105.00
	
	105.00
	

	15/10/2015
	Swynconbe Estates
	Rent of Field
	506
	100.00
	
	100.00
	

	10/11/2015
	British Legion
	Wreath
	507
	17.00
	0.00
	17.00
	

	06/12/2105
	K Tynan
	Salary
	500
	280.29
	
	280.29
	

	06/12/2105
	HMRC
	Tax and NI
	501
	70.00
	
	70.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	2157.29
	300.00
	2457.29
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank Balance November 2015

	Current Account
	
	10969.3

	Hi Interest Account
	
	525.733

	Total
	
	
	11495.03



Resolved: That the list of payments be settled and the Balance of Accounts be agreed.

4. Pensions – It was noted that our staging date is May 2017

5. Connecting Oxfordshire – Discussed above under County Councillors report. PWF and EL have been involved with this. PWF said that OCC need to find savings and they want to collaborate with Town and Parish Councils to provide services that they will no longer be able to provide. We need to start thinking about this and talk to our neighbouring parishes also. 
60/15
Planning Matters - JH

Marigay – JH reported that the Appeal on this property was dismissed.
61/15
Highway Issues SF

1. Flooding – SF said that when there is flooding he put out the signs. OCC do get involved but it is still a problem. OCC will be attending site again.
62/15
Risk Assessment Review for 2015/2016 - JH

Resolved: That the Reviewed Risk Assessment for 2015/2016 be agreed.
63/15
Standing Order Review for 2015/20160- JH

Resolved: That the Reviewed Standing Orders for 2015/2016 be agreed.
64/15
General Issues E
1. Trees – EL reported that Docker has started this work. He has taken out a Laurel and found a lovely Oak tree. He will use Google Earth to number each tree.
SF said that some tree work will be done down Church Lane after Christmas. There is a dead Oak which needs to be removed.

2. Litterblitz – EL reported that this went very well. There was less rubbish in the area from The Green to Russells Water than has been previously.
3. Bonfire Party – 7th November 2015 – EL said that this was a lovely evening and everything went very well. She thanked Liz and her team for putting on such a great event.

4. Townlands – EL said that there is a meeting tonight so an update should be sent out shortly.

5. Children’s Safeguarding Policy for SPC – Draft was attached to the Agenda. 

Agreed to defer this to the next meeting. All Councillors to read this for the next meeting.

6. Public Transport/Buses – It seems like we are going to lose the M1 bus to Reading from June 2016 which is the only bus in Swyncombe. This is very sad news.
7. Nettlebed Post Office – The Post Office will be moving into Nettlebed Garage and the opening hours will be 6am – 10pm.
65/15
Correspondence 

1. Audit Arrangements – It was agreed that we opt into this.
66/15
Date of Next Meeting  

It was agreed that this be either Monday 14th March or Thursday 17th March in the Village Hall at Russells Water.
67/15
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.25PM
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