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Swyncombe Parish Council    1 Russell’s Water, Henley-on Thames, Oxon RG9 6ES.  Tel:  01491 614946

                            Email:  swyncombepc@ymail.com Website: www.swyncombe.com 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SWYNCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 2nd DECEMBER 2019 AT THE CRICKET PAVILION, COOKLEY GREEN AT 7PM

Present:

Councillors:
     Liz Longley (EL)

                                                                        Tracey Taverner (TT)


                                                        Peter Green (PG)

                                                                        Peter Willis Fleming (PWF)


                                                           Sam Fielden (SF)


Officer:
                                                        Kristina Tynan (KT)

Members of the Public:
2

52/19
Apologies for absence

 There were none.

53/19
 Chairman’s Remarks


 EL welcomed everyone to the meeting especially our residents who attended. She thanked SF and KT for the 
organising of the road closure for Remembrance Day.
54/19 
To receive Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest notified.

55/19
Minutes of the Swyncombe Parish Council Meeting held on 9/9/2019 to be signed as a correct record 

Housing (Minute 42/19 refers) PWF said that the £2.15M should be £215M and it was agreed to change this 
in the minutes.

Resolved: That with the above amendment noted above, the minutes from the above meetings are a correct 
record of this meeting and that they be signed by the Chairman. 
56/19
Matters arising from the Minutes/Previous Actions


No Parking Sign by Bus Shelter – This is awaiting installation by Peter Green.
57/19
To receive reports from:

1. District Councillor - Cllr Anna Badcock had sent her apologies
2. County Councillor - – Cllr Steve Harrod – His latest report has been circulated to Councillors.

3. Thames Valley Police – A report from our PCSO Janice Smith has been emailed out.


 4. Cricket Club – There was no report.
58/19
Financial Matters: To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update and to approve the list of Payments 


Resolved: To approve the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update for 2019/2020


item three.

2. To approve the list of Payments 

Resolved: That the following payments be settled:
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3. To agree a budget and precept for 2020/2021


Resolved: That Swyncombe Parish Council agree:

I) To increase the annual payment of Council Tax Band D from £51.58 to £52.61 and other bands proportionately.

ii) To establish a precept (being the Band D figure multiplied by the Tax base of 117) of £6156.41 which is an increase of 2% which equates to an increase of £0.14 for each month (Band D) for the 10 months payable, 

iii) To approve the budget shown below for 2020/201
	Budget 2019/2012
	BUDGET
	ACTUAL
	Budget

	
	
	
	
	To
	

	Swyncombe Parish Council
	2019/2020
	01/11/2019
	2020/2021

	INCOME
	
	
	 
	 
	

	SODC Precept  
	
	6035.70
	6035.70
	6156.41

	Cricket Pavilion Rent
	
	1000.00
	1000.00
	1000.00

	Interest
	
	
	0.39
	0.44
	0.70

	Transparency Grant vired from Earmarked
	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Pavilion Maintenance Vired from Earmarked
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	£7,036.09
	£7,036.14
	£7,157.11

	
	
	
	 
	 
	 

	EXPENDITURE
	
	 
	 
	 

	Subscriptions (OALC & ORCC, CPRE)
	
	120.00
	151.81
	160.00

	Insurance - SPC
	
	220.00
	196.50
	200.00

	               - Cricket Club
	
	470.00
	458.49
	470.00

	Cricket Ground Maintenance
	
	500.00
	500.00
	500.00

	SODC Non-Business Rates - Cricket Pavilion
	118.17
	131.04
	140.00

	Interior Decoration of Pavilion
	
	200.00
	 
	 

	Cricket Ground Rent 
	
	100.00
	 
	 

	Maintenance (Tree Works)
	
	950.00
	1415.00
	1000.00

	External Auditors Fees
	
	0.00
	 
	 

	Internal Audit
	
	150.00
	60.00
	70.00

	Grass cutting/Misc 
	
	200.00
	200.00
	225.00

	Clerk Salary INCL ni/tax
	
	1522.93
	739.92
	1550.00

	HM Inland Revenue Employer Cont
	
	0.00
	 
	0.00

	Petty Cash 
	
	200.00
	200.00
	200.00

	Celebration Rememberance Day
	0.00
	 
	100.00

	Meeting Hall Rental
	
	60.00
	24.00
	24.00

	Bus Shelter and Bench Improvements
	300.00
	 
	300.00

	Broadband Campaign/Domain Name 
	0.00
	 
	0.00

	Comet Community Bus Service
	
	240.00
	 
	250.00

	PAT Testing
	
	100.00
	 
	100.00

	Election Costs
	
	 
	100.00
	100.00

	Speed Surveys
	
	200.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Misc: Marquee
	200.00
	274.15
	0.00

	Contingency/Earmarked
	
	1137.17
	 
	1768.11

	Computer and software
	
	0.00
	 
	0.00

	
	
	
	£6,988.27
	4450.91
	7157.11

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Firework Fund
	
	 
	 
	 

	Ticket Sales
	
	1354
	1275
	1700

	Fireworks 
	
	
	-1700
	-1700
	-1700

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT (Underspend or Overspend)
	-346
	-425
	0

	
	
	
	1,119.53
	1119.53
	694.53

	Balance Cfwd
	
	£773.53
	£694.53
	£694.53



4. Internal Audit Review 

Resolved: That the statement below is accepted and agreed:
‘The main role of the Internal Auditor is to check all the financial and accountable records that the Clerk must keep.  This is done soon after the end of the financial year and involves all the financial transactions and both the legal authority and procedural authority for such transactions - eg the signed minutes of all meetings. Once the Internal Auditor is satisfied with the accounts and records, the Clerk prepares the relatively brief submission to the External Auditor.  Were the Clerk to leave or become temporarily unavailable, the Internal Auditor would assist a new or acting clerk’.
5. Signatories on Accounts and Internet Banking
After discussion it was:

Resolved: 
1. To add Peter Green as a signatory to the Accounts alongside Liz Longley and the Clerk. That we also sign up for Internet Banking. The Clerk will get the relevant forms needed.
2. That SPC commence a BACS system as soon as possible and that this can only be done with two signatories present. That we change our regulations to allow for BACS payment.
6. SODC CIL Meeting with SPC 
Silke O’Farrell and Ruth Cross attended from SODC and EL and PG from SPC. KT was also present as well as two Councillors from Watlington. It was noted that this was a useful. However, SPC do not have any CIL money to date but they did give information on some other sources of funding which may be useful.

PWF said that if we had a Neighbourhood Plan, we would receive 25% of CIL but as we have not, we 
would receive 15%. It may be worth looking at this again maybe with Pishill with Stonor and Britwell Salome 


to see if they are interested in having a joint NP. 
59/19
Planning Matters -EL


1. SODC Planning Training 17th September 

PWF and PG attended this and found it very useful. PG stated that it explained how to think through 
applications having a balanced view. It was also good to meet to meet the Planning Officers and put faces to 
names and led to us having the meeting on CIL. SODC are trying to get parishes involved which is a very good 
thing. 90% of Planning Applications are decided by Planning Officers under delegated powers.

He said that if there is another planning training event that it may be useful for EL and TT to attend.


2. Planning Applications 


P19/S2872/FUL - Retrospective application for an unbolted and unlocked wooden gate with signage on the 
right of way between Horseshoe Cottage and Rose Cottage. Address: Horseshoe Cottage Russells Water RG9 
6EU – Deadline 6th December

It was noted that this is in Pishill with Stonor and we should therefore see what their response is before we 
submit our response. EL will contact Pat Pearce.

P19/S1743/HH  P19/S2655/HH - Thatcher’s Road Running Through Russell’s Water Russells Water RG9 6EU


We are still awaiting the outcome of this application. We need to keep an eye out for SODC’s decision.


Rose Cottage and Green Patch - The owner has now removed the sewerage plan who noise levels did not 
conform with the Standards regarding the noise level. It was noted that Rose Cottage is up for sale.

3. Appeal – P19/S1419/HH- 7 Park Corner, erection of a rear extension. 

An appeal has been lodged and we await the decision from the Inspector.


60/19
Highway Issues SF


1. Traffic Calming and Park Corner / Automated Signs– Update from Meeting with OCC Lee Turner and Jon 
Beale

PWF, PG and KT met with OCC Officer, Lee Turner and Jon Beale on 15th October 2019.       

KT has asked OCC to put in new 30 roundels and to re-paint existing road markings and we await their 
response. Ian Goldsmith from Cuxham Parish has been looking into movable Speed Devices and has mooted 
that one be purchased, and the cost shared between 3 parishes; Cuxham, Swyncombe and Watlington and 
this would be moved around the parishes. OCC did agree that we have a speed problem in Swyncombe. 
The 
cost would be £1450 per parish but this does not include the poles. OCC have said that to install a post 
would be £1100 each. This was considered very high and KT will contact OCC to see if we could purchase and 
install the poles ourselves. OCC would have to agree the locations of the poles. KT to also contact our 
Insurance Company to see if it would be covered under our existing insurance or whether it would be an 
added cost.


Resolved: That the Council is happy with the principle and that EL continue to carry on with this issue and 
find out more information. EL will also contact the grants team at SODC to see if there would be any funding 
sources.

Shirburn Parish have recently installed a speed device and KT reported that for two weeks it did not flash but 
data was recorded and she will try and get hold of the data to see what effect it had on speed once if was in 
use.

PG said that he thought that we should clean the road signs as it gives a much better impression of the area. 
Vegetation could also be cut down.

Entrance Gates – SF and KT will find out information for the next meeting.
61/19
General Issues 

1. Trees – EL has had a walk around with Nigel Payne and we await his quotation for works needed.

2. Litterblitz – This went very well. However, SODC did take longer to pick up the rubbish from Park Corner 
than from Cookley Green.

3. Events in Swyncombe – Christmas Party at the Village Hall at Russell’s Water, Saturday 14th December 
from 4-6pm. The Swyncombe Singers will be singing at 5 and Father Christmas will visit to give gifts to the 
Children just after 4pm. Free mulled wine and mince pies will be given out.

4. Speed Surveys in Cookley Green and Park Corner by the Speedwatch Team – Park Corner would like to 
do another operation and resident will liaise with EL on this.

5. War Memorial- EL reported that some works needs doing on the War Memorial. She will contact some 
Stone Masons to give a quote.

6. Town and Parish Forum Survey – This should be filled in as individuals and PG and TT have done the 
survey.


7. SODC Code of Conduct Meeting – PG and EL attended this and said it was interesting and eye 
opening. It 
explained how Councillors should behave and what interests should be declared.

8. AONB/National Parks – PWF said that in his view the Chilterns AONB should remain as AONB and not be 
made into a National Park. No change would be made in the next 10 years and it needs protection now.

9. OX-CAM Expressway – PWF reported that this issue may be up in the air again as there are fears that it 
would cost double what was costed out and there are strong environmental issues against this.

10. Shopping Bus – PWF stated that all parishes involved with this have paid their contributionss and so it is 
safe for another year.

11. Website – KT said that she had recently updated this. PWF to look and let KT know if other things should 
be added.

12. Parish Portrait – PWF has been in touch with people who are involved with this and has also approached 
the Ashmolean to see if they can help by providing some background information. This is to be done as the 
Church will be 1000 years and so the portrait will be focussed on and around this area.


13. SPC Land to be registered – KT is organising a map showing SPC land.
62/19
VE Day 75 – Friday 8th May 2020 

EL reported that she had been contacted by Adrian de Segundo, Chair of the Village Hall at Russell’s Water to 
see if Swyncombe would be interested in joining in with an event to be held on Friday 8th May on the Village 
Green from 2pm. More details will follow. There will be a National Toast at 3pm. The Church will be doing an 
event on the Sunday. There may be more events on over this weekend.
63/19
Policies


Internal Control Policy – for March meeting – KT will draft

64/19
Correspondence 

Mrs L Harper – asking to put a bench in Swyncombe Woods in memory of her late husband PC Andrew Parker. It was noted that this is part of the Swyncombe Estate and SF will contact her regarding this issue.
65/19
Date of Next Meeting  


 Monday 2nd March 2020 at 7pm at the Swyncombe Cricket Pavilion
66/19
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEEING CLOSED AT 9.48PM
SPC Minutes 2/12/2019
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