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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SWYNCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 2019 

AT THE CRICKET PAVILION, COOKLEY GREEN AT 7PM
Present:

Councillors:
     Liz Longley (EL)

                                                                        Tracey Taverner (TT)


                                                        Peter Green (PG)

                                                                        Peter Willis Fleming (PWF)


                                                           Sam Fielden (SF)


County Councillor:                                      Steve Harrod (SH)
Officer:
                                                        Kristina Tynan (KT)

Members of the Public:
2

37/19
Apologies for absence
              
There were none.
38/19 
 Chairman’s Remarks

 EL welcomed everyone to the meeting.
39/19 
To receive Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest notified.
   40/19
Minutes of the Swyncombe Parish Council Meeting held on 21/5/2019 and the 27/6/2019 to be signed as a correct record 
Resolved: That the minutes from both the above meetings are a correct record of this meeting and that they be signed by the Chairman.

41/19
Matters arising from the Minutes/Previous Actions


There were none other than agenda items.
42/19
To receive reports from:

1. District Councillor – Cllr Anna Badcock had sent her apologies
2. County Councillor – Cllr Steve Harrod – His latest report has been circulated to Councillors.
Housing – SH reported that there needs to be 100,000 houses built in Oxfordshire in the next 30 years.  The Government have allocated £2.18M for vital structure for the Didcot Area and this could be lost if SODC withdraw the emerging Local Plan. A further consequence could be to lose £2.15M Growth deal which contains £60M for much needed affordable housing. It the Government withdraw the money communities will get housing but no infrastructure. However, since the District Council elections in May, the Conservatives are no longer running SODC. This is now in the Lib Dem/Green control.  The SODC Local Plan is now in jeopardy. However, there is nothing imminent that will impact on Swyncombe. SH said that this may also affect the Watlington Edge Road. SODC however do need to have a 5-year housing supply.
PWF said that there is no way that the housing numbers given can be justified. There is a development in Henley which the houses are built but they are not being sold.  SH said that each District had its own Local Plan and the numbers they arrived at whereby considering economic growth which would have included the OX-CAB expressway. There is a big case for creating significant economic growth in this area. There is a prediction that 83,000 houses will be built in the next 25 years with 20,000 being built in the first year. He also stated that he agrees that there is a big question about the process and formulas for Objectively Assessed Needs (OAN). As Local Authorities hands are tied these are Government Statistics and the Local Authorities try to mitigate as best as possible on Government strictures. EL stated that there is not enough affordable and social housing being allocated. SH said that Wolvercote will have 20-25% affordable housing and Oxfordshire City said that 50% of housing should be affordable or social. OCC will carry on and it will be business as usual and they will carry on planning even though it is unknown what will happen.
Highway Issues – EL said that SPC residents conducted a Speedwatch in August and have done traffic surveys in the last two years. There are a number of neighbouring parishes who have met to discuss traffic issues on all the roads providing the Edge Road in Watlington gets built. There are 10,000 traffic movements a day through Shirburn and she asked what measures we can use to help our traffic problems. The movement of traffic in Swyncombe is very much equal in both directions. EL asked if there was any funding available from OCC.  The B481 has about 4500 traffic movements per day. 50% are doing an average speed of 34mph but there is high proportion of vehicles doing in excess of this speed. EL said that there is a wall in Park Corner which has been crashed into many times and this road needs to be crossed to access the bridleway and residents are concerned to cross the road to the footpath in the light of the speed and volume of traffic. Cookley Green has recently had some traffic mitigation but not Park Corner.  SH suggested that OCC Highways are contacted to have a site visit to ascertain the area and to see if certain criteria are met for example for a speed camera.   KT will arrange this.

3. Thames Valley Police - PCSO Janice Long’s report has been circulated.

 4. Cricket Club – No report has been received.
43/19
Financial Matters: To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update and to approve the list of 
Payments 


1. To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update for 2019/2020


Resolved: That the Budget Update to 31/8/2019 is accepted
	Budget Information
	
	BUDGET
	ACTUAL
	
	

	SPC
	
	
	2018/2019
	31/08/2018
	
	

	INCOME
	
	
	£
	£
	
	

	SODC Precept  
	
	5,917.00
	5,917.00
	
	

	Cricket Pavilion Rent
	
	1,000.00
	1,000.00
	
	

	Interest
	
	
	 
	0.10
	
	

	Transparency Grant
	
	 
	0.00
	
	

	
	
	
	£6,917.00
	£6,917.10
	
	

	
	
	
	 
	 
	
	

	EXPENDITURE
	
	 
	 
	
	

	Subscriptions (OALC & ORCC)
	
	165.00
	112.55
	
	

	Insurance - SPC
	
	178.00
	189.52
	
	

	               - Cricket Club
	
	412.00
	442.20
	
	

	Cricket Ground Maintenance
	
	500.00
	500.00
	
	

	SODC Non-Business Rates - Cricket Pavilion
	118.17
	118.17
	
	

	Interior Decoration of Pavilion
	
	1,580.00
	1,575.00
	
	

	Cricket Ground Rent 
	
	100.00
	0.00
	
	

	Maintenance (Tree Works)
	
	400.00
	0.00
	
	

	External Auditors Fees
	
	100.00
	0.00
	
	

	Internal Audit
	
	
	105.00
	105.00
	
	

	Grass Cutting/Gardening Green
	
	200.00
	100.00
	
	

	Clerk Salary INCL ni/tax
	
	1,448.00
	369.96
	
	

	HM Inland Revenue Employer Cont
	
	105.00
	0.00
	
	

	Postage & Stationery
	
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Remembrance Day/1st World War Comm
	17.00
	0.00
	
	

	Meeting Hall Rental
	
	30.00
	0.00
	
	

	Bus Shelter and Bench Improvements
	
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Broadband Campaign/Domain Name 
	
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Comet Community Bus Service
	
	240.00
	240.00
	
	

	PAT Testing
	
	
	100.00
	0.00
	
	

	Speed Surveys
	
	200.00
	100.00
	
	

	Miscellaneous (sign +open spaces Sub)
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Contingency/Earmarked
	
	918.83
	0.00
	
	

	
	
	
	£6,917.00
	£3,852.40
	
	

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT 
	 
	£0.00
	£3,064.70
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Firework Fund
	
	
	
	
	

	Ticket Sales
	
	
	1,884.70
	0.00
	
	

	Fireworks 
	
	
	-1,700.00
	0.00
	
	

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT (Underspend or Overspend)
	184.70
	0.00
	
	

	
	
	
	1,176.55
	1,361.25
	
	

	Balance Cfwd
	
	
	£1,361.25
	£1,361.25
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	

	Earmarked Reserves as at 31/3/2018
	Bank Balance 01/05/2018
	31/08/2018
	
	

	
	
	£
	Current Account
	
	19200.47

	Pavilion Maintenance
	2463.00
	Hi Interest Account
	
	526.21

	War Memorial Repairs
	500.00
	Total
	
	
	19726.68

	Misc Tree Works etc
	1820.00
	
	
	
	

	Pavilion Works
	2000.00
	Breakdown
	
	

	Firework Fund
	1361.25
	General Reserves
	
	8734.24

	Broadband
	
	325.00
	Earmarked Reserves
	
	10992.44

	Bus Shelter repairs
	500.00
	
	
	
	 

	Traffic Calming/Speed Surveys etc
	553.19
	
	
	
	

	Transparency Grant
	1470.00
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	10992.44
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	19726.68



2. To approve the list of Payments 

Resolved: That the following list of payments be settled.
	
	
	
	CHQ No
	Incl VAT
	VAT
	Excl VAT

	17/05/2018
	James Herbert
	Grass Cutting
	580
	20.00
	
	20.00

	23/05/2018
	Came and Company
	Annual Insurance
	581
	631.72
	
	631.72

	23/05/2018
	OALC
	Annual Subscription
	582
	135.06
	22.51
	112.55

	14/06/2018
	James Herbert
	Grass Cutting
	583
	30.00
	
	30.00

	18/06/2018
	K Tynan
	Quarterly Salary
	584
	296.17
	
	296.17

	18/06/2018
	HMRC
	Tax and Ni 
	585
	73.80
	
	73.80

	05/07/2018
	James Herbert
	Grass Cutting
	586
	25.00
	
	25.00

	12/07/2018
	R Symes
	Internal Audit
	587
	105.00
	
	105.00

	29/08/2018
	James Herbert
	Grass Cutting
	588
	25.00
	
	25.00

	10/10/2018
	K Tynan
	Quarterly Salary
	589
	296.16
	
	296.16

	10/10/2018
	HMRC
	Tax and Ni 
	590
	73.80
	
	73.80

	10/10/2018
	N H Payne
	Tree Works
	591
	950.00
	
	950.00

	10/10/2018
	K Tynan
	First Aid Kit Pavilion
	592
	25.2
	
	25.2

	
	Total
	
	
	2686.91
	22.51
	2664.40



EL stated that we are still waiting for the sides for the Gazebo which was ordered for our events.

44/19
Planning Matters -EL


P19/S2443/FUL Land adjacent to Marigay  


Erection of detached garage with store to serve new dwelling

NO OBJECTION – UNANIMOUS 

P19/S1743/HH – The Clerk has requested an update on this from the Case Officer. 
P19/S2654/LB - Green Patch Road Running Through Russells Water Russells Water RG9 6EU

Retrospective application for listed building consent for the demolition of rear south facing 2m-high timber boundary fence and erection of replacement 1.86m-high brick boundary treatment

P19/S2653/HH - Green Patch Road Running Through Russells Water Russells Water RG9 6EU

Retrospective application for planning permission for the demolition of rear south facing 2m-high timber boundary fence and erection of replacement 1.86m-high brick boundary treatment.

P19/S2655/HH - Thatcher’s Road Running Through Russells Water Russells Water RG9 6EU

Application for retrospective planning approval for: (i) demolition of rear 2m-high brick and timber boundary, and erection of replacement 1.67m-high brick wall; and (ii) addition of close board fence panels on top of existing brick wall along front boundary, each adjacent to listed building and to the side boundary joining the building

The above applications were noted and decisions on these will be sent to SODC prior to the deadlines.


SODC Planning Training 17th September 6-8pm – PG and PWF will attend this training.
45/19
Highway Issues SF


1. Traffic Calming Cookley Green and Park Corner 

2. Automated Sign for Park Corner
46/19
General Issues 

1. Trees/Stiles

Trees – It was noted that trees have been taken out. SF said that in the Swyncombe Estate there is a hedging programme, and some will be replaced in the main road. He said that hedging could be coppices and the best thing to do is to encourage land owns to do this. He will speak to the landowner.

Stiles – It was noted that the stile by Darkwood Farm needs replacing. SF said that Ridgeway grants 
are available for new stiles. The Chiltern Society deal with these.


Trees on Cookley Green – EL will have the annual walkaround with Nigel Payne next week.


2. Litterblitz – KT will order the kit needed from SODC for the Litterblitz on October 12th and will 
arrange the locations for the rubbish to be collected from. The Litterblitz will be from 10am – 
11.30am. It was suggested that perhaps gloves should be ordered.

3. Events in Swyncombe 

Bonfire Party 2nd November 2019. Our Insurers will need a risk assessment and 
location plan. PG will 
give these to KT.

End of Summer Party 30th August – TT said this went very well and there was a profit of about £900. 
There was a good write up in the Henley Standard on this. The Events team were congratulated on this 
events success. 

Christmas Drinks at The Village Hall at Russells Water – Date TBC but the Swyncombe Singers will be 
attending as well as Father Christmas.


4. No Parking Sign by Bus Shelter – This has been ordered. Sign should be arriving in about 2 weeks.

5. Speed Surveys in Cookley Green and Park Corner by the Speedwatch Team- This went very well, 
and the data has been analysed. There will be another done. Thanks, were given to all the residents 
who took part.

6. Parish Portrait - PWF
said that the first meeting will be held soon on people that declared in 
interest in  and hopes to come to the next meeting with a progress report.

7. SPC Land to be registered – KT is organising a map showing SPC land. It was noted that there are 
deeds which give rights to have access across common land.

8. AONB/National Parks – PWF reported that this issue is still being discussed and stated that he is in 
favour
of keeping the Chilterns as AONB as does the Chiltern Society.

9. OX-CAM Expressway- EL reported that SODC have written to OCC regarding this.
 

10. Shopping Bus – PWF reported that this is doing well.

11. Website- This needs to be updated. KT to action.

12. Report on OCC Highways Open Day, Drayton Depot – PWF attended this and said it was very 
interesting.
47/19
Consultations


There were no consultations to discuss.
48/19
Policies


1. Employment Policies and Procedure Review 2019 – It was noted that this has been done.

2. The Employment Contract for the Clerk was reviewed by EL and PG in August 2019 – This was 
noted.
49/18
Correspondence 

1. Ridgeway Officer OCC - Ridgeway Riding Route and Grim’s Ditch - SF to look at this documentation.

2. OCC – Notice that the owner of Swyncombe Farms land has submitted a highways declaration to Oxfordshire County Council which prevents unrecorded public rights of way from being legally recorded on the basis of presumed dedication in the future – Noted.

3. OCC – Invitation to attend the DEDDINGTON DEPOT OPEN DAY - 5TH OCTOBER 2019 – It was agreed not to attend this as PWF has just attended the Drayton Event.

4.SSE - Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks stakeholder event on 17th September at the Kassam Stadium. - PWF said that could be interesting but no one was free to attend. KT will see if she can obtain a report from this event.
50/19
Date of Next Meeting  


Monday 2nd December 2019 at the Cricket Pavilion at 7pm
51/19
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair

VE Day 75th Anniversary – This will take place on the weekend of the 8-10th May.  EL will register our 
interest in some kind of event.

Remembrance Day – Sunday 10th November – KT will arrange the road closure.

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8.55PM

SPC Minutes 9th September 2019
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