[image: image1.png]


                              
Swyncombe Parish Council    1 Russell’s Water, Henley-on Thames, Oxon RG9 6ES.  Tel:  01491 614946

                            Email:  swyncombepc@ymail.com Website: www.swyncombe.com 

 


Minutes of the Meeting of the  Swyncombe Parish Council Held on on Wednesday 27th September 2023 at 7pm in the Swyncombe Cricket Pavilion
Present:

Councillors:
Liz Longley (EL) – Chair

                                                                
  Peter Willis Fleming (PWF)


                                                      Sam Fielden (SF)






          Peter Green (PG)





          Pippa Trench (PT) after co-option item.
Officer:
                                                  Kristina Tynan (KT)

County and District Councillor:
Freddie van Meirlo (FvM)

Members of the Public:

         4 (For Springall’s Plantation item)
38/23
Apologies for absence

There were none.
39/23
Co-option onto the Parish Council

We have one application from Pippa Chenevix Trench 

EL nominated Pippa Trench and this was seconded by PG. There were no other  nominations.


Resolved: That Pippa Trench be co-opted onto Swyncombe Parish Council.
40/23
 Chairman’s Remarks

There were none.
41/23  
To receive Declarations of Interest 
 P23/S2812/S73  Coates Farm Coates Lane – SF declared a pecuniary interest in this application as his is the applicant. He left the room for this item.
  42/23
Minutes of the Swyncombe Parish Council Meetings held on 17th May and 30th June 2023 to be signed as a       

correct  record 
Resolved: That the minutes from the two meeting above be agreed and  signed as a correct record by the Chairman.

  43/23
To Accept the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 17th May 2023

Resolved: That these minutes be accepted.
     44/23
Matters arising from the Minutes of both Meetings


There were no matters raised.



45/23    County Councillors Report -Freddie van Meirlo 




Increase in Rural Bus Services – FvM said that there is a proposal to start up again the bus from Watlington to 

Reading which would stop at Cookley Green. EL said that we have responded to OCC on this asking that it could 

stop in Park Corner also. FvM said that the services still need to go out to tender.




Community Transport Grants – FvM stated that there is £25K available to support new and improved 


community provision. 




EV Charging Points – Communities are being asked if they want to express an interest in hosting an EV micro 

hub. These could include village halls, community pubs etc. 



Watlington Relief Road – OCC will be putting in the application for this shortly.




OCC Administration – FvM said that this no longer includes the Labour Party. This is due to their poor 


performance with Special Needs and dealing with parents. The cabinet member for Childcare Services has 


resigned. Going forwards OCC urgently want to improve the service and administration of this. There will be a 

specific Cabinet Post for SEND.


 46/23
District Councillors Report - Freddie van Meirlo




Views sought on South Oxfordshire landscape character – SPC have sent in comments on this.
     
47/23
Financial Matters: To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update and to approve the list of Payments 

1. To receive the Balance of Accounts and Budget Update for 2023/2024 

Resolved: That these be accepted and agreed. These are shown below.

	Budget 2023/2024 Receipts and Income
	
	
	Budget 
	Actual

	Swyncombe Parish Council
	
	
	2023/2024
	31/08/2023

	INCOME
	
	
	 
	 

	SODC Precept  
	
	
	6393.00
	3196.50

	Cricket Pavilion Rent
	
	
	1000.00
	1000.00

	Interest
	
	
	25.00
	60.67

	Fireworks Sales
	
	
	 
	 

	VAT Refund 
	
	
	 
	 

	
	
	 
	7418.00
	4257.17

	
	
	
	 
	 

	EXPENDITURE
	
	
	 
	 

	Subscriptions (OALC & ORCC, CPRE)
	
	`
	245.00
	175.00

	Insurance - SPC
	
	
	220.00
	281.70

	               - Cricket Club
	
	
	450.00
	563.40

	Cricket Ground Maintenance
	
	
	500.00
	500.00

	SODC Non-Business Rates - Cricket Pavilion
	
	
	70.00
	34.98

	Interior Decoration of Pavilion
	
	
	 
	 

	Cricket Ground Rent 
	
	
	100.00
	 

	Maintenance (Tree Works)clearance
	
	
	1500.00
	1950.00

	External Auditors Fees
	
	
	0.00
	 

	External /Internal Audit
	
	
	60.00
	 

	Petty Cash Grass cutting
	
	
	150.00
	25.00

	Clerk Salary INCL ni/tax/pension
	
	
	2472.00
	779.98

	HM Inland Revenue Employer Cont/pension
	
	
	 
	 

	Misc/Seeds Coronation/Flowers/Noticeboard
	
	
	20.00
	549.26

	Celebration QPJ/Coronation
	
	
	100.00
	 

	Meeting Hall Rental
	
	
	24.00
	24.00

	Bus Shelter and Bench Improvements
	
	
	100.00
	38.73

	Website Costs/Domain Name /Anti-virus
	
	
	50.00
	 

	Comet Community Bus Service S137
	
	 
	260.00
	 

	Grants S137
	
	
	 
	 

	PAT Testing
	
	
	100.00
	85.00

	Election/Training 
	
	
	200.00
	200.00

	Speed Surveys/Signs/SID Moving
	
	
	0.00
	220.00

	Contingency/Earmarked/Cuxham SID purchase
	
	
	1062.00
	 

	Covid 19 Items for Pavilion/Cricket from Grant
	
	
	0.00
	 

	TOTAL
	
	
	7683.00
	5427.05

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT 
	
	 
	-265.00 
	-1169.88 

	
	
	
	 
	 

	Firework Fund
	
	
	 
	 

	Ticket Sales
	
	
	2930.00
	2930.00

	Expenses Skip
	
	
	-170.00
	-170.00

	Fireworks 
	
	
	-1800.00
	-1800.00

	SURPLUS/DEFICIT (Underspend or Overspend)
	
	
	1327.53
	1327.53

	
	
	
	 
	 

	Balance Cfwd
	
	
	£2,287.53
	£2,287.53


	Bank Balances as at 31/8/2023
	

	Current Account
	23,101.35

	Reserve Account
	12,141.71

	Total
	
	                                                     £35,243.06 

	
	
	



2. To approve the list of Payments 

Resolved: That the following payment be settled.

	    Date
	To Whom
	Details
	Payment
	Gross
	VAT
	Net

	25/05/23
	Loop Electrical
	PAT Testing 
	BACS
	102.00
	17.00
	85.00

	01/06/23
	Gallagher
	Insurance
	BACS
	845.10
	
	845.10

	15/06/23
	N Payne
	Tree Works
	BACS
	1550.00
	
	1550.00

	15/06/23
	Ollie Brake 
	SID moving and data
	BACS
	110.00
	
	110.00

	29/06/23
	SODC
	Election Costs 
	BACS
	200.00
	
	200.00

	29/06/23
	K Tynan
	Net Wages
	BACS
	494.52
	
	494.52

	06/07/23
	HMRC
	Tax and NI 
	BACS
	123.60
	
	123.60

	27/07/23
	RWVH
	1/3rd Noticeboard 
	BACS
	356.00
	
	356.00

	27/07/23
	E Longley
	Grass Cutting
	BACS
	15.00
	
	15.00

	01/08/23
	 A Lippet
	Bus Shelter Items
	0728
	38.73
	
	38.73

	18/08/23
	E Longley
	Grass Cutting
	BACS
	10.00
	
	10.00

	18/08/23
	Open Spaces
	Annual Membership
	BACS
	45.00
	
	45.00

	27/09/23
	Jonathan’s 
	Fireworks
	BACS
	1800.00
	300.00
	1500.00

	27/09/23
	K Tynan 
	Net Wages
	BACS
	494.52
	
	494.52

	27/09/23
	HMRC
	Tax and NI 
	BACS
	123.60
	
	123.60

	Totals
	
	
	
	6308.07
	317.00
	5991.07



3. Grants 


1.  CAB – Request for Grant 

CAB responded to the Clerk and stated that they have helped 3 people in the Parish during the last year.


Resolved: That we award a grant to CAB for £150.

4. To appoint our Internal Auditor for 2023/24

Resolved: That we appoint Denise Allnut as our Internal Auditor for this financial year.

5. External Audit Report – A report will only be issued if there is something to be raised. No issue raised to date.

6. Jubilee and  Coronation Plaques for trees planted for these occasions 


Resolved: That we order these in A5 Stainless Steel with stands from Ward and Co. 

48/23
Planning /Enforcement Matters -EL

1. Current Applications – There are none for discussion

P23/S3009/HH  Spinners 8 Coates Lane Swyncombe RG9 6EE

    Single storey rear extension to existing garage to form an annex.
    NO OBJECTION
    Subject to: The extension only being used as ancillary accommodation for the main property.

P23/S2942  Tree Tops Cottage Park Corner RG9 6DS
Construction of new outbuilding in the rear garden of the existing house for purposes ancillary to the            enjoyment of the house, i.e. studio & guest accommodation.
OBJECTION

Overdevelopment of the site, Unneighbourly, removal of existing magnolia tree

                
 P23/S2812/S73  Coates Farm Coates Lane Swyncombe near Watlington Oxon OX49 5AA

Variation of conditions 2 (List of approved plans), 3 (Submission of details), 5 (Bats Ecology - protected species license), 6 (Ecology - Biodiversity enhancement and mitigation) 8 (Drainage Surface water drainage works) on application reference number P20/S3476/FUL (Conversion of existing buildings to form five dwellings and associated works and gardens) - for a revised design to the southwest elevation of the barn.
SPC had no comments on this application.
2. SODC Decisions
P23/S2405/FUL and P23/2406/LB Five Horseshoes Maidensgrove RG9 6ES Demolition of the existing conservatories and the erection of two single storey extensions. SODC have approved both application.
P23/S1859/H: Rose Cottage Russells Water – Planning Permission is granted.

The above decisions were noted.
PWF and Pippa Trench will attend the Planning training at SODC 
47/23
Highway /Areas Issues SF/PG
1. SID Speed Data – PG reported that we have the SID again in Swyncombe. It has been in Watlington for 16   weeks. PG thanked Ollie for his work on moving and downloading the data from the SID.
48/23
General Issues
1. Update of 20mph for Swyncombe – EL has spoken to various people from different parishes on this. It 
was noted that Huntercombe would not qualify for 20mph and Nettlebed and Nuffield do not want 20mph. It was agreed to remove this item from the agenda.
2. Defibrillator for Swyncombe – PG reported that the defib is now outside the cricket pavilion. We need 

to confirm that it is now on relevant apps. PG emailed Mike, who arranged for the defibrillator to thank him for doing this.
3. Community  Speedwatch – It was agreed to have a meeting with Mike Turnham. Interested residents 

will also be invited. 
4. Springall’s Plantation –To agree a list of actions.  
EL reported that the original owner has  died, and this land has been put up for sale. Contracts have recently been exchanged with the current owner and Land and Estate Holdings, (a Special Purpose Vehicle company) with a completion date of December 6th. Immediately after exchanging contracts the purchasers drew up a prospectus showing both sites split into 29 plots together with indicated access roads. These plots are being auctioned by Barney Estates and Auctioneers. They are marketing these plots as opportunities to acquire land in a desirably rural area with an imputation that there could be the possibility of residential use subject to planning. The aim is to sell as many of these plots as possible prior to completion of the original sale on December 6th, since purchasers of plots have to complete on December 4th  2023.


FvM has spoken to Adrian Duffield (Head of Planning) at SODC. They are taking this issue seriously as they have had a similar case in Stoke Row and have experience of this. SODC have served a  TPO notice on the woodland and have notified all parties. There are several paths that can be taken. One is to serve an A4 Direction, but this takes a long time. It was also note that there is a Roman Fort on this site and FvM will ask Planning about this, and it was thought it would be highly desirable to get this listed as an ancient monument.  However, the age of the fort would need to be known and could cost as much as £6K to do this.  There is a Springall Group and Facebook page that is leading on this issue, and they have been in touch with various papers including Private Eye.

Actions to be taken:

· FvM to push for an Article 4 Direction

· Contact to be made with the South Archaeological Group

· A letter has been sent to our MP who contacted the Forestry Commission

· To look into registering this land as a Community Asset

· To let Lord Camoys know of this issue.

· To contact Trading Standards 

49/23
Tasks – Progress reports for any issues should be circulated in advance and discussion will only take part if
wider input is needed.
1. Litterblitz  - this will take place on Saturday 7th October at 10am. It was noted that Russells Water used to have litter blitzes but do not seem to do them any longer.

2. Website – Updated 

3. Bonfire Party – EL said that tickets will be available to purchase in advance. There will be no tickets sold at the gate.
6. Shopping Bus Update – PwF thanked FvM for his grant of £500 towards this service. Other grants have been applied for, but we will not know until December if these have been successful. He said the service is well used and everyone is very grateful to have it. PWF will be meeting with Pishill, Nettlebed and Bix to discuss the service and contributions.
50/23
Document to be reviewed.

1. Financial Regulations – KT to review these and then liaise with PG

2. Standing Orders - KT to review these and then liaise with PG


3. Risk Assessment – PG will review this.
51/23    Consultations
Landscape Consultation – This is part of the South and Vale Plan, and they asked about special areas. PwF will send in comments on this.
52/23
Correspondence 

There was no correspondence that needed discussion.
53/23
Date of Next Meeting  

Thursday 7th December 2023 at 7pm in the Village Hall at Russells Water
54/23
Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair
Open Day at OCC Highway Depot – PwF attended this and said it was highly interesting and recommended everyone to attend this in future. 
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8.55PM
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